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Our Hockey Stars – Silver Medals! 
 

 
 
On Friday 2nd September the Western Province Top Schools Hockey Tournament took place on 
astro turf at Hartleyvale Stadium in Cape Town.  Each geographical zone within the WP was 
invited to send their top primary schools to this tournament.  Participating schools included 
Panorama, Grove, Excelsior, Bastion, Beaumont, Kenridge, Gene Louw, Hendrik Louw, Sweet 
Valley, Rustenburg, Oakhurst and Somerset House.  Matches lasted 19 minutes, one way only 
so teams were under pressure to score early. Somerset House won their pool and qualified for 
the semi’s against Hendrik Louw.  Somerset House won this encounter and earned a spot in the 
final against Kenridge Primary.  Kenridge were just too powerful with 5 Western Province 
Players in their team.  Somerset House never gave up but were beaten 1 – 0 in the final, 
earning themselves silver medals and the title of 2nd best primary school team within the 
Western Province.  Congratulations too, to Hendrik Louw who came third overall.  Hockey in the 
Helderberg continues to create waves in Western Province, with our teams dominating in a 
number of tournaments.  We are extremely proud of our girls. Please also see today’s District 
Mail for a full report.  J 
 



The Teacher Who Changed My World… 
In celebration of International Teachersô Day on 5 October 2011, Woolworths Educational 
Programmes: Making the Difference in conjunction with MySchool Fundraising Programme pays 
tribute to: ñThe teacher who changed my worldò. We know the vital role teachers play in 
shaping the young lives of children in South African schools and in schools around the world.  
We believe that International Teachers’ Day is a great opportunity to involve learners in 
acknowledging and appreciating how their teachers have positively impacted their young lives.  
We are proud to launch our ñThe teacher who changed my worldò Competition.  The 
competition invites learners to express their appreciation for those teachers who go beyond the 
call of duty. Be it a hug on a rough day or an extra lesson after class, we want to hear about the 
teachers who make a real difference. Learners are requested to write us a letter of no more 
than 200 words on why they think their teacher has changed their world.  Entries can be 
supplemented with photographs or colourful drawings of their favourite teacher or activities they 
have been involved in with their teacher. We believe this competition will inspire greater 
awareness and gratitude for the role that teachers play in inspiring and shaping the lives of 
future generations.  Entries can be submitted via: 

¶ SMS:     33424 

¶ MMS:   mtd@woolworths.co.za 

¶ Email:   mtd@woolworths.co.za 

¶ Mail:    PO BOX 34 526 Groote Schuur, 7937, Cape Town 

¶ Fax:    086 273 4051 
“The teacher who changed my world” competition closes on 26 September 2011. Please 
encourage your children to participate in this nationwide celebration of teachers.  
 

Newspaper Collections  
This Wednesday morning 
was an interesting one 
with Mr Cod away.  But 
we still managed with the 
help of Mr Knott and Mrs 
Bouah.  The scales had 
trouble getting up this 
morning but when it did 
arrive it was just on time.  
Not too many people 
pitched on Wednesday 
morning so the newspaper 
crew who did, had to work 
extra hard; so after we 
had weighed and sorted 
multiples of our own weight,  we were finally able to go back to class for a well-deserved rest. 
Only three more collecting Wednesdays left this term and we will soon have three orange igloos 
to fill – so, let’s go for it and see if we can hit 7 tonnes by the end of term. 

- Ellie Viljoen 
 

Letters of Thanks 
Please convey our sincere thank you to the students, parents and teachers for arranging and 
delivering the donation for our animals. It’s been a tough year and as people are struggling 
more and more to survive, the donations have become less, while the burden of unwanted 
animals continues to grow.  Our food stock has been at an all-time low and we are indebted to 
the public for coming to our rescue time and time again. The generosity is deeply appreciated. 
~ Julia Evans (General Manager: Animal Welfare Society) 
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Total 

7M 7.5 33.5  26.0 5.5   9.4   81.9 

7W 3.5  30.7   3.8 11.6 2.8 13.6 66.0 

6C 47.2 37.4 31.9 5.5   20.6 37.3 14.6 194.5 

6W 4.4 19.4 12.5 119.3 25.0 4.3   7.0 191.9 

5B 22.5 144.2 31.5 19.0 57.5 44.5 136.3 30.0 485.5 

5K 24.1 63.8 45.3 20.0 74.6 10.5 23.3 7.4 269.0 

4M 6.8 15.8  5.1 49.7 33.1 5.1 5.5 121.1 

4W  4.1 33.5   40.1 34.2 12.5 57.6 182.0 

3P 5.4 10.7 41.0 5.4 47.0 238.5 7.1 4.5 359.6 

3U 206.9 27.4 15.9 17.1 98.9 106.3 310.2 34.6 817.3 

2P 25.3 157.7 81.0 21.7 133.3 160.7 73.4 18.4 671.5 

2T 2.6 47.4 33.4 17.0 67.9 49.1 35.4 60.4 313.2 

1dP 12.0 4.4 4.1   15.0   1.0 8.5 45.0 

1R 169.5 28.0 21.2 11.0 36.9 148.7 43.0 25.0 483.3 
Weekly 
Total 

537.5 593.8 382.0 267.1 655.2 862.1 696.8 287.1 4281.6 
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Headlines…. 
 
Mrs Ayola Mabumbulu leaving at the end of the year 
Titshalakazi, as she is fondly known at Somerset House, will be moving to the Eastern Cape at 
the end of the year and will therefore be leaving Somerset House in December.  Ayola joined 
the school in 2005 and has taught Xhosa to all the children since then.  She also took the 
opportunity to further her studies while here and recently earned her B. Ed degree from UNISA.  
Her completion of the Orange River with the Grade 7 class of 2010 and her dancing lessons will 
always be remembered as special contributions from a talented teacher.  We will be saying 
farewell more fully at the end of the year. We have started the process of finding a replacement 
for Mrs Mabumbulu and I hope to be able to report back to you soon on this matter.  
 
Our Girls are No 2 in Western Province Hockey  
Congratulations to our girls for their awesome achievement of reaching the finals of the Western 
Province Hockey Championships at Hartleyvale last Friday.  The girls played their hearts out 
against teams from schools four times our size, and came out as second best school in the 
Western Province.  This is a brilliant result.  Well done Miss Mac and the team. 
 
SAHISA Heads Conference 
I will be attending the national SAHISA (South Africa Heads of Independent Schools 
Association) Conference for Heads of Schools from this Friday to Thursday of next week.  The 
theme is “Design Ahead” and we will be taking a look at the future of education in South Africa 
as yet another new curriculum is launched and the educational landscape continues to 
change. I look forward to it and bringing back news. 
 
Chris Storey ï Headmaster                                head@somersethouse.co.za  
 

Helderberg Hike 
Last Sunday, on 4 September I organised a 
hike up the Helderberg Mountain. 15 people 
were ready to go on an adventure to seek 
for fresh water. They had their hiking boots, 
food, water and a lot of spirit. We had a 
wonderful guide and there was a lot of fun 
on the way up. After 2 hours we finally got to 
their destination - the gorge where the fresh 
water was. It was a wonderful hike and 
the scenery was beautiful. It was a great 
experience.  

Dara Steingaszner 
Leadership Programme Candidate 
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Artists of the Week 
Marie-Luise Zeitvogel, Abigail George, Laiken Mattheys and Janka Scholtz in Grade 4 have 
been chosen as the Artists of the Week for their imaginative papier maché puppets. The 
puppets will be used in Drama to produce puppet shows later in the term. Well done to our 
artists! 
 

   
 

  
 
 
 



Spring is in the Air! 
The children of Oakwood celebrated Spring by inviting the elderly ladies of Garden Village for a 
spring tea and concert! A wonderful morning was had by all! 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  



40 Days of Prayer  
Week seven of eight weeks: Pray for Encouragement in Difficult Circumstances. Pray that: 

¶ Those who find themselves in difficult circumstances will continue to have hope. 

¶ We all focus on, and live for, today. Tomorrow has yet to come.  

¶ Those who find themselves facing challenges will experience something, no matter how small, 
during their day that will make them smile. 

Jeremiah: Chapter 29, verse 11-12: For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come 
and pray to me and I will listen to you.  
 

Somerset House has got Talent! 
This is for children of any age and grade. It will blow you away! 

Have you got a talent that we want to see?  
Can you dance, sing or do anything? We want to see your talent. 

The venue is the Simpson Hall at 18h00 until 20h00  
on 28 September 2011. 

Sign up for Auditions before the16 September at the Music 
Department to ensure an audition 

Organised by Daneel Raats 
Grade 7 Leadership Programme Candidate 

 

Mind Maps 
Yes, at last this dreaded subject can no longer be avoided, because ….. because Bystander 
stumbled over one in among the bedlam of his (or her) child’s papers … and for the first time 
ever, the truth about homework became crystal clear. Let me share it with you. You have a right 
to know. 

 

 
 



Finally, a maths practical that made cents! 
Today the Grade 5 classes counted all the 5 cent coins that had been collected for the “Towers 
of Hope” competition by Grade 5B. We had lots of fun! We counted 5 piles of 20 coins and then 
we gave them to the “collectors” and they took them to Mr Cod’s office. We took turns counting 
and collecting and in the end we counted 55, 157 coins! Thanks to everyone who brought coins! 

- Michaela Barrett 5B 

   

5c Towers of Hope Competition 
This past weekend the EarlyAct committee with the help of some willing volunteers went to 
Waterstone Village to take part in the annual 5c Towers of Hope competition hosted by Patch. 
Although we started off quite slowly we were able to fix our mistakes and make it back on track. 
We all really enjoyed the experience! A big thank-you to everyone who donated coins and to 
those who helped stack them! With the combined efforts of all the schools involved, Patch were 
able to raise R25 640-00! 

- George Huysamer 6W 
 

 



Junior Prep Concert 
The Grade 2s and 3s have been working very hard on their special 
concert Peter Pan.  Excitement is building and we can’t wait for you to 
come and watch the performances. This year we have TWO 
performances:  

¶ Dates:  Monday, 26th September, Tuesday, 27th September  

¶ Time:  18h00.  

¶ Price:  Tickets R20 each. Details regarding the sales of tickets will  
be advised in due course.  
 

News from the Bee Class 

 
Painting is so much fun!! 

 

  
Tomily and Mrs Karelse had great fun  

building a puzzle together. 
Mr Storey (co-incidentally) popped up 
to the Pre-School on Shopkeeper Day! 

 

Please collect Platters 
If you have made eats for any special event or sports tournament, please collect your platters 
from our Catering Manager, Robyn Rautenbach.  



Spring Music Concert 
Spring was in the air 
when our Musicians, 
actors, actresses and 
artists treated us to a 
delightful evening of 
Music, Poetry and Art. 
All the performances 
and art-work were of a 
very high standard and 
we congratulate 
everybody who 
participated! 
 
 
 

  
 

     
 

   
 
 
 
 



Jordan’s Greek Food Festival 
- In Association with Yamas Taverna 

To all my Grade 6 and 7 Friends: 
Please join me at Yamas Taverna for a Greek food celebration. As part of my Leadership 
Programme, Barry has taught me some Greek cooking skills. 

¶ Date: Thursday 22nd September 

¶ Time: 19h00 

¶ RSVP: 021 847 1200 or jorhaa@somersethouse.co.za 
Bring your family or make up a table with your friends. Full details of meal prices to follow on 
Facebook and Obami. 
 

Sports News 
 
BOYS 1ST TEAM ~ WP TOP SCHOOLS PLAY-OFF 
Our girls have done us proud and our thoughts and good wishes are now with our boys as they 
compete in the same event as the girls ~ the WP Top Schools Championships.  Their matches 
will be played at Hartleyvale astro turf in Cape Town this afternoon and evening and our boys 
will be competing against tough opposition:  Bishops, Reddam, WPPS, Gene Louw, Kenridge, 
De Hoop, Bastion, Reddam, Wynberg, Grove, Panorama and Edgemead.  We wish our boys 
the very best of luck!  J 
 
RUGBY: WARTHOGS VS DE HOOP 
On Wednesday our Warthogs played a 
rugby match against De Hoop’s U13 C 
side. This was a match that showed more 
about the character of our boys than what 
the result would indicate. Our boys showed 
a lot of heart and commitment, and this led 
to many good comments and compliments 
from our visiting supporters. Although the 
scoreline of 5-29 may suggest a severe 
beating, this was not the case, as we had 
opportunities to score a few more tries and 
also let through one or two easy tries 
against the run of play. Well done to the 
team! 
 

 



SPUR RUGBY OUTREACH EVENING 
Our U13 rugby boys held a fundraising 
evening at the Waterstone Spur on 
Wednesday evening. Our boys worked 
from 17h30 until 20h30. They were each 
assigned to one of the waiters for the 
evening and helped them serve the meals 
to their customers. The boys enjoyed the 
evening and also developed an 
appreciation for the hard work that goes 
into waiting tables. We have received 
many compliments on the behaviour and 
conduct of our boys and we are proud of 
them. The funds raised by the evening will 
be used to help Pieter Langeveldt School 
in Stellenbosh acquire some much needed sports equipment for their sports department. Thank 
you to all the families, who managed to join us for supper thus aiding  the fund-raising. 
 

   
 
BRONZE MEDAL FOR MARAIS! 
On 27 August Marais Kruger competed in the 
National Goju Ryu Karate Championships. 
Despite strong competition (including fighting 
against 13-year olds) Marais showed great 
determination and sportsmanship.  We are 
proud of you Marais – well done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPORT PROGRAMME ï LAST 3 WEEKS OF TERM 
Please see the Altered Sports Programme for the last 3 weeks of term which was sent home 
with each child today.  It is also available on our website.  During this time, we concentrate on 
Inter-House Matches (Netball, Rugby, Hockey and Chess), Matches vs Parents (Netball & 
Hockey), Cricket, Tennis, Soccer, Chess Championships and Winter Sport Photos.  Sport for 
the last 3 weeks of the term is optional; however, we do encourage as many children as 
possible to participate.  Please see the programme carefully for full details.   
 

WEEK 9: Programme for the week ending 18 September 2011 
 

Mon 12 
Sep 

 
18h00-20h00 

Inter-House Rugby and Netball Matches 
Badminton - Simpson Hall 

Tues 13 09h00 
 
 
16h00-17h00 

Grade 1 – 3 Outing to Somerset College 
No Junior Choir 
Inter-House Hockey Matches – see website 
Staff ITC Training 

Wed 14 19h00 Grade 7 Public Speaking Competition (Cloetenburg) 

Thurs 15 16h00-17h00 Staff ITC Training 

Fri 16 08h10 
14h00 
14h15 

Storieskip Assembly – Grades 1 to 7 
Oakwood Staff Workshop (Staff Room) 
SP Review 
Girls U12 Hockey Festival (Hartleyvale) 

Sat  17   

Sun 18  17h00 Hosting Umhlali Hockey and Netball Teams 
 


