
 
TERM 2 WEEK 1 2022 (8 APRIL) 

 

 
After two years of very little exposure to the art world, it was such 
an amazing experience to have Francois le Roux, a.k.a. HA! Man 
on our campus to give our children a musical experience like no 
other. HA! Man is a superb international musician playing multiple 
instruments, with the extraordinary ability to draw music out of 
every child he invites to share the stage with him. Our children 
were so open to this experience and responded with enthusiasm, 
lots of smiles and giggles as well as a sense of wonder to the 
amazing music they heard. We hope to soon see HA! Man back 
at Somerset House. 
 

 

     
 

  
 

 

AN EXTRAORDINARY MUSICAL EXPERIENCE 



 
We hope the pupils are enjoying their new morning routine – how awesome to start the day with a fist-
bump, high-five, dance and a smile! 
 

    
 

 
Lunchtime in Grade R provides many opportunities for children to show off their impeccable table 
manners or to improve on them. The children are privileged to receive healthy, well-balanced meals 
every day and are encouraged to try new foods at times. This is what some of them had to say about 
school lunches at Oakwood… 

• I like to eat at school. Pasta is my favourite. (Christiaan) 

• All the yummy food at school is so yummy! I love setting the placemats. (Matthew) 

• I like setting up and I like the biscetty (spaghetti). I like trying to eat new food. (Eli) 

• I learn to chew with my mouth closed and I like chatting to my friends. (Zoe) 

• I learnt elbows off the table and cutlery is where you have a fork and cut with the knife. (Silas) 

• That you have to eat, not waste and chew with your mouth closed. (Milan) 

• I love to read books after lunchtime, because learning new things is amazing. (Owen) 

• I like how you stack your chair and then read books, after lunch. (Luca) 

• I like eating the food and sitting at the table with my friends. (Trinity) 

• Sitting with my friends and eating lunch is brilliant. (Ryan) 

• I like to sit next to somebody and I make friends. (Luke) 
 

    
 

    

GOOD MORNING! 

TABLE MANNERS AND MORE! 



 
We are delighted that Ava-Lorén van 
Galen qualified to swim at the SA Schools 
(Johannesburg) and SA Regional Junior 
Championship Galas (George).     
 
SA SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIP GALA  

• 100m Backstroke  - 5th  

• 100m Breaststroke  - 3rd  

• 200m Breaststroke  - 4th 

• Medley Relay  - 3rd 

• Freestyle Relay  - 4th  
 
SA REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GALA  

• 50m Breaststroke  - 1st 

• 100m Backstroke  - 1st 

• 50m Butterfly  - 1st 

• 50m Backstroke  - 1st 

• 50m Freestyle  - 2nd  
 
The Western Cape Schools team came 
2nd overall, the best the team has done in 
a very long time.   
 
These are fantastic results, HUGE Congratulations to you, Ava-Lorén!   
 

 
 

AVA-LORÉN EXCELS AT NATIONAL LEVEL 



 
The 2nd term started with a bang with a delicious breakfast for lunch for the Prep and Oakwood 
children. The tantilizing smell of bacon filled the campus from early in the morning and the children 
couldn’t wait for lunch time. Bacon, eggs, pork sausages, baked beans, hash browns, cheese, rolls, 
wholewheat bread and yoghurts were served to hungry tummies and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
 

   
 

  

BREAKFAST FOR LUNCH 



 
Grade 4 will be starting the novel, Kaspar, by Micheal Morpurgo this term. The novel promises to be 
an exciting one and ties in nicely with our Social Science theme this term, where we will be focusing 
on the History of Transport. Kaspar, deals with the events surrounding the sinking of the Titanic! 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations to Jana Ochsenbein who made 
it through to the Semi-Finals of the Young 
Performer’s Awards of the National Eisteddfod. 
We are very proud of you! 
 

  

GRADE 4 ENGLISH 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



 
A number of our swimmers qualified to participate in various Level Galas recently. In order to qualify, 
they have to swim certain times for certain events at Club Championship Galas. Congratulations to the 
following pupils who were invited to participate at these events: 
 
Christopher Havinga Level 3  George  Fri 18th – Sun 20th March 
Nia O’Carroll   Level 3  George  Fri 18th – Sun 20th March 
Jonty Coolen   Level 3  George  Fri 18th – Sun 20th March 
Liam Allwood   Level 2  Malmesbury  Tues 22nd – Thurs 24th March 
Rijk van Galen  Level 2  Malmesbury  Tues 22nd – Thurs 24th March 
 
Christopher made it to the finals for 50m & 100m 
Butterfly. He swam personal best times in all the 
events that he competed in. He took 12 seconds 
off his 200m Individual Medley time and 10 
seconds off his 100m Butterfly times. 
 
Nia competed in 8 events and made the finals 
for 50m, 100m and 200m backstroke events. 
She was placed 4th & 5th and improved her best 
times in all her events.   
 
Jonty swam in a total of 9 events, making finals 
in 4 of them and swimming personal best times.  
Congratulations on your silver medal in the 50m 
Freestyle Jonty! 
  
Liam participated in the Level 2 Champs in 
Malmesbury and swam personal best times in 
all his events. He also swam a Level 3 qualifying 
time for his Backstroke. Liam’s team won a 
silver medal in the 4 x 50m Freestyle Relay. 
 
Unfortunately Rijk fell ill and was not able to 
compete at the Level 2 Championships. 
Congratulations to all our swimmers, we are 
extremely proud of your achievements.  
  

    

SWIMMING LEVEL CHAMPIONSHIP GALA 



 
The leaves on the tree are  changing colours and the little Bees (Grade 000) have enjoyed learning 
about Autumn, playing games, marble rolling Autumn colours  and making their very own cute 
hedgehogs by tearing the leaves they collected around the playground. 
 

   
 

    
 

   
 

   

ALL ABOUT AUTUMN 



 
It was so wonderful to see all the big smiles and happy faces of the Gr 00 children as they returned to 
school this week.  We have had so much fun settling back into our routine. This week we have focused 
on our holiday news and the children thoroughly enjoyed sharing what they did during the holidays with 
their classmates. The mice classes also spent some time recapping the letter sounds we learned last 
term and working on their fine motor skills.  The mice loved playing on a large piece of paper, using a 
variety of glass beads, blocks, and other small loose objects to decorate some large-scale patterns.  
We have enjoyed watching the mice participate in playing different types of games and working hard 
to be good team players.   
 

    
 

     
 

   
 

   

HAPPY GRADE 00s! 



 
A number of our pupils represented the Strand Nippers Club at the SA Nipper National event which 
was held at Kings Beach in Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth) from 21 – 23rd March 2022.  More than 700 
nippers from all over South Africa competed at this event.  The following Somerset House pupils 
participated at this event: Nicolas Coolen, Christopher Havinga, Tristan van Rensburg, Ben Hingeston, 
Jonty Coolen and Jana Ochsenbein.  Our nippers performed extremely well in Beach Sprints, 
Run/Swim/Run, Beach Relay, Beach Flags, Body Boarding and Surf Swim events and many made it 
to semi-final and finals in a number of events. Congratulations to the following nippers who earned Top 
3 Positions in the finals: 
 
Nicolas Coolen 

• Beach Sprint – Silver Medal 
 
Christopher Havinga 

• Run-Swim-Run – Silver Medal 

• Surf Swim – Silver Medal 
 

Jana Ochsenbein 

• Beach flags – Bronze 

• Beach long run (1.2km) – Bronze  

• Beach sprints (100m) – Bronze   

• Mixed Relay – Silver 

• Jana finished 4th in SA overall for her age category (U12 girls) 
 
Strand Lifesaving Club finished 9th overall, a fantastic achievement bearing in mind how small the club 
is in comparison to other clubs who participated.    
 

   
 

    
 

  

SA SURF LIFE-SAVING NIPPER NATIONALS 



 
The Grade 3s are 
back in full swing with 
their academic and 
cultural timetable. 
They have tackled the 
short week with 
enthusiasm and pride. 
Despite the work load 
that will slowly start 
picking up, they were 
diligently taking on a 
mental math page that 
required much critical 
thinking. Mrs Jones 
looks forward to 
seeing all that they will 
achieve in the coming 
term.  
 
A special welcome to 
the 3 new children in 
Grade 3 – we are 
excited to have you! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

GRADE 3 


