TERM 2 WEEK 12 2022 (24 JUNE)

LOST IN THE WRONG STORY

What a week of fun it’s been putting on our Senior Primary Play,
‘Lost in the wrong Story’. The Grade 4-7s have been kitted out in
fabulous costumes thanks to our incredible Class Moms and even
grannies who have helped sew. It’s been an absolute joy to see
these performances from all the children.
Thanks to everybody involved that has made this production a huge
success!
Mrs Newton-King

Reflections from the Grade 7s:
• I have loved the experience and having the privilege to express my talent. I have learned that
nothing is done without mistakes, everything is imperfectly perfect. (Olivia Jones)
• One of the things I learned from practicing and producing a play, is that things don’t always work
out the way you wanted, and then you need to improve, which is a skill you need to learn very
early. I also learnt to be patient, for example, if the sound isn’t working or if someone forgets
their lines. I have enjoyed preparing this play and it is very rewarding to be producing it. (Jana
Ochsenbein)
• I think that the drama play was very fun because I learned new things about other people and
what they like. I did like being the lamp and a penguin, but I think I would have wanted to be
more than just that. (Ciaran Sanders)
• Learning my lines was so much fun and this is such a big experience. This is our last primary
play, it has been so much fun practicing and doing the play with your friends. Miss Valentine has
helped with making props and the class moms have made everything amazing with the props.
And a big thanks to Mrs NK for all she has done to help with everything. (Gabrielle le Grange)
• I learned that I must be patient to get the best result. I also learned that you have to practice
multiple times to get a perfect/excellent result. You must determine if you want to go through
with something then its way more fun. I loved every bit of the show from wearing uncomfortable
face paint to dancing backstage, I think it’s all worth it. I think the first night will be such a memory
for all of us. It will be the best night because that’s when we were all super excited and full of
nerves. I learned a lot of facts from more people that I got to know. Turns out I don’t know half
of the Grade 7s, but I learned so much more from everyone and their different perspectives of
this awesome day. (Chanel Theron)
• During the course of this play, I have learned a lot about my friends and their acting abilities that
I never knew they had. Though the long play rehearsals were tiring, it has been an amazing
experience. I can’t wait to hear the feedback from the audience, I think it is a great story line that
we have experience very well. (Alesya Staples)
• To Mrs NK. I am so appreciative of everything that you have done, the amount of effort you have
gone to is beyond words. I am having the best time and thanks to you I feel confident in myself
and in my friends, I have been in plays before but I have never been one of the main characters
thank you for giving me a chance I know we have come along way and I have loved every
second with you guys. Thank you for helping me not only here but back at the human world too.
(Juliette Amner)
• When we auditioned, I wanted to be everything that’s how excited I was. But then I narrowed it
from gender to my favorite Moana and Sarah. Mrs NK decided that it would best if was the
princess in the play, so she made me Bell. I was happy with her decision. A few times I didn’t
like the play for its ups and downs but in the end of the day I had high hopes for it and knew we
would succeed. A few days/weeks/months later we almost got the play in our grip. We go
through the play for the first time, it was interesting. (Ava-loren van Galen)
• The SP play has been incredibly fun, I have learned many more skills and gained confidence. I
have really enjoyed playing Ariel and feel a lot more confident performing in front of an audience.
(Isabella Capri)
• I really enjoyed the play. I started off a bit slow and I was a bit nervous, but I got over it and
personally I prefer public speaking, not acting so it was quite difficult. I learnt my big boombox
voice was very useful because I did not need to lug around a clumsy mic and the audience could
hear me with ease. I think was a fantastic experience for my last year at Somerset House.
(Oliver Lowe)
• The play was amazing. Miss Newton-King and all the other teachers were very good and got us
to do our play very nicely, very quickly. We had very nice lights and an amazing audience. The
props were outstanding. (William Moss)
• It all started at the first audition; I didn't really know what to audition for but when I heard Mrs.
Pots was in the play, I immediately auditioned for her and I'm so glad I got the part because Mrs.
Pots is really an energetic character. I've learned how to project my voice and how to open my
body so everybody in the audience can see me and to watch out if I'm not hiding behind anyone
in front of me. I've learned a lot of new drama and acting skills this year. (Jada Cupido)

WILSON TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Three of our pupils participated in Wilson
Tennis Tournaments this past weekend.
Olivia Hipkin competed in the U11A
tournament, which was held in a very
chilly Worcester, surrounded by snowcapped mountains. She had a great
tournament, playing some tough matches
and managed to end in 3rd position
overall, congratulations Olivia, we are very
proud of you. We are also delighted to
share Rijk van Galen and Nathan Sloan’s
results as they participated in the doubles
section of the Wilson Tennis Series.
Together they were a strong team and
managed to win all their matches without
conceding a game. A fantastic result,
congratulations boys!

WESTERN PROVINCE GYMNASTICS TRIALS
We are delighted to share the exciting news
of some of our gymnasts who competed at the
Western Cape Championship Trials recently
and performed extremely well.
Chelsea Clayton and Amelia Benvenuti
competed in the Artistic section of the
Western Province Trials.
They have to
complete the following disciplines and
accumulate points along the way: bar, beam,
vault and floor routines. Congratulations to
Chelsea who won Gold and Amelia Benvenuti
who won a Bronze Medal. These are fantastic
results and in so doing ensured their selection
to the Cape Town District Team (WP) to
participate at the Western Cape Trials in
Saldanha from 5 – 7th August.

Giorgia MacIntyre competed in the CT District Trials
for the rhythmic gymnastics this past weekend. She
competed in the Free Dance and Rope divisions and
had a super day, winning gold in both events.

Congratulations to all our little gymnasts, including the following: Jenna Parker, Alexandria JoubertWinn, Alera Janson, Sophia Castleden, Kate Bands and Amber Parker. We are extremely proud of
your performances and wish you all the best of luck at the Western Cape Championships.

TIME IS FLYING
Time is a difficult concept to grasp, particularly when reading an analogue
clock. It was so much fun to have the opportunity to learn outside on a
clear, sunny day. The children were tasked with drawing a large circle,
inputting numbers correctly and then, the best part, jumping out the time
on the enlarged clock. The sunshine and subsequent shadows allowed us
to challenge ourselves with trying to use our arms to tell different times on
the clock – what fun! Learning is always the best when you are having fun!

LAST WEEK AT SCHOOL FOR TERM 2
The Grade 00 children have kept busy as we wound down
to the end of term. A highlight of our week was an
impromptu visit from the Grade 7 students dressed in their
marvellous costumes.

The Oakwood children
were very excited to
meet a princess in pink,
Shrek, King Julien, and
an Emperor. It has been
great to hear that so
many of our Pre-School
families attended the
show this week.

The Grade 00 children have been
consolidating the many skills they have
learned this term by playing various
Literacy and Numeracy games and
activities, such as board games,
beading, creating pictures with shapes
and weaving. The Mice classes joined
the Grade Rs on Thursday to watch,
‘Planes: Fire and Rescue’ a movie that
linked nicely to the Grade 00’s
‘Elements’ theme and the Grade R
‘Transport’ theme. The children
brought pillows and blankets to school
and enjoyed a cosy ‘movie day’,
listening to the rain outside.
We have had a wonderful term filled
with much fun and learning and
looking back over the past twelve
weeks it is truly amazing what we
have accomplished.
This lovely term does end on a bittersweet note, we have to say ‘goodbye’
to Ms Tongo, who has been a valued
and much-loved Oakwood team
member for many years. The
teachers and children alike will miss
her presence as she returns to East
London to begin a new journey closer
to her family. The Mice classes
celebrated Ms Tongo with a small
‘party’ in class. Thank you to all the
parents who contributed to this.

We then say ‘welcome’ to Mrs Amy Adendorf, who will fill the Teacher Assistant position in Mrs K’s
Dormice class from Term 3. We are excited to welcome Mrs Adendorf to the Oakwood team and know
she will be very happy teaching our fantastic children.
The Oakwood team wishes you all a wonderful winter holiday. Travel safely to those of you who may
be going away. Stay warm and safe and we look forward to welcoming you back to school for Term 3.

TOWERS
In Technology, the Grade 7s have been
learning about Cell Phone Towers. They
have learnt about different ways to prevent
structures from falling over, and how to make
strong joints. They then had to apply this
knowledge to write their own design brief,
identify the specifications, make a working
drawing in 2D, plan to make, and then create
their tower. Last week we reported on the
process – here are some of the finished
products!

NEWS FROM GRADE 3 BAINES
We have worked so extremely hard this term, and we have the results to show for our hard work. So,
what better way to end the term then with a little baking activity. We got to mould and create whatever
we wanted out of gingerbread dough. We then took our dough home and set it in the oven to bake.
The next day we shared with the class how delicious our gingerbread was. Some of our brothers even
ate the dough raw as they were too excited to wait to cook it when we got home!

LIFT OFF!
The Grade 4s have been
designing and making their
very own hot air balloons –
this week we had lift-off!

A POP AND A FIZZ!
Prof. Spik and Prof. Span spent time with the Grade 2s to discuss
this term’s theme “Mad about Science”. The two crazy scientists
discussed the experiment process with the children, revised
vocabulary from the term and demonstrated various
experiments! The children have had the most fun this term and
we were thrilled with their enthusiasm for weekly demonstrations
and experiments from home.

WESTERN CAPE NETBALL
Gillian Rank (Grade 7) is going to have a very busy holiday
as she prepares for and participates in two National
Tournaments representing two sporting codes. First up,
Gillian will be making her way to Boksburg from 26 – 29th
June where she will be representing the Western Cape U13A
Netball Team. The top players from Western Province,
Boland and South Western Districts (Eden) attended the
Western Cape Trials where 3 Western Cape Teams were
selected. This is the first time that a Somerset House pupil
has been selected for this team. This is truly a phenomenal
achievement, Congratulations again and best of luck Gillian,
we are super proud of you!
Gillian’s next tournament will be at the National U13 Hockey
Tournament where she will be representing the WP U13A
Team – details elsewhere in this document.

LILY TO FLY SA FLAG – WORLD KARATE CHAMPS
We are so excited to share the wonderful news that Lily Herbertson (Grade’5) has been selected to
represent the South African U10 Karate Team for Kumite (Fighting) and Kata (Sequence of Moves).
The World Champs takes place from 2 – 8th July in Fort Lauderdale in Florida, USA. Lily, we are so
proud of you and cannot wait to hear all about it! Good Luck!

DOODLING!
The Grade 2s had lots of fun doodling in pairs. They used black markers and were encouraged to let
their imaginations run wild. Some really creative imaginary creatures came forth and it was lovely to
see the learners explore their creativity.

BUSY GRADE 000 LADYBIRDS!
End of term fun! The
little Ladybirds have had
a fun and busy second
term and have enjoyed
working and playing
hard right up to the very
last day.

NATURAL ART
The Grade Rs learnt about texture by collecting
natural objects from around the school. We
discussed the different type of textures the objects
they had found had. They then used these objects
to create beautiful nature collages.

PAPIER-MÂCHÉ
The Grade 3s began their woodland creatures papier-mâché project by creating a model to work from
using toilet paper rolls, sticks and newspaper. They then tore strips of newspaper and moulded it
around their models using paper glue. Lots of fun was had in this messy papier-mâché lesson.

FRIENDSHIPS BLOSSOMING
One of the most important life lessons in the PreSchool is learning how to be a good friend and how to
make friends. Demonstrating empathy and care
towards others, sharing and taking turns, resolving
conflict are all skills that are encouraged to form
healthy relationships. Such big feelings for such little
people! We are proud of our Grade Rs.

WESTERN PROVINCE KORFBAL
We would like to wish Coach Luhandri, our U7 and U11 Netball
Coach, the very best of luck as she represents the WP Korfbal
Team at the National Tournament which takes place in Pretoria
from 1 – 9th July. You have lots of little supporters rooting for
you. Good Luck Coach Lulu!

WESTERN PROVINCE HOCKEY
The Inter-Regional and National U13 Hockey Tournaments
take place during the holidays and we wish the following
players the very best of luck:
•

Adrian Johnson:
WP U13 Zebras:

4 – 6th July Paarl Gymnasium

•

Isabella Herbertson:
WP U13 Disas:
4 – 6th July Paarl Gymnasium

•

Gillian Rank:
WP U13A:

3 – 6th July Stellenbosch

A SPECIAL AUDIENCE
We were thrilled to host our support staff and some residents from the Helderberg Society for the Aged
to our Grade 4 – 7 Play Final Dress Rehearsal. We received this wonderful feedback:
To whom it may concern
I had the pleasure of attending the dress rehearsal of your production of Lost in the wrong story at
Somerset House on Monday 20 June 2022.
From the moment i entered the auditorium, i was warmly welcomed by Vicky and offered hot tea.
The angst and excitement amongst the cast was only superseded by the nerves of the production
team.
The enthusiasm of the cast was infectious and i was drawn in straight away by their confidence.
Individually and collectively every single cast member contributed to a highly polished and professional
production.
I had to remind myself that this wonderful performance was created by young students.
There were many individuals who have a bright future in the entertainment industry.
The costumes were a visual feast and kudos to parents and production team for their efforts in making
fantastic costumes.
My eyes and mind went on a magical journey into that strange world.
How the production team managed to tutor and manage such a large cast of different personalities was
a feat on its own.
The foresight and imagination of the production team was second to none and i would be remiss in not
commending you on your hard work and sacrifices.
To the staff and parents thank you for the time spent on rehearsals.
Your efforts were well rewarded.
To parents, grand parents, step parents, other family and friends , you can be so proud of each child
who stepped onto the stage no matter how small the role.
Lastly i would like to thank Somerset House for the opportunity to see this magnificent production.

