
 
TERM 2 WEEK 5 2022 (6 MAY) 

 

 
“A mother is your first friend, your best friend, your forever friend.” 
The Grade R children took extra pride in their creative art activities this week, as they made lovely gifts 
for their mom’s. They shared stories about special times together and how mom is so kind and loving. 
The children could not wait to give their mom her special necklace, calendar and card. Thank you to 
all our wonderful and loving mom’s!  You are truly valued! Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

  
 

  

CELEBRATING MOTHERS IN GRADE R 



 
 

  
 
 

Mothers hold their children's hands for a short while, but their hearts forever. 
Author Unknown 

 
 



 
The little Bees and Ladybirds (Grade 000) have been very busy this week painting and drawing pictures 
for their mothers as well as beading a very special keyring.   
 
I love my mummy because……… 

• She takes me to the shops and buys me toys and she plays with me.  Carter 

• She bought me a black belt and I wore it for Eid.  Mikaeel 

• She does cool things.  She brings me to the skate park and takes me for a walk with my dog.  
Lachlann 

• She reads me a story at night.  Dylan 

• She makes me food and puts away my toys.  She hugs and kisses me.  Isla 

• She cuddles with me every day.  Dario 

• She takes me to the shops and brings me to school.  She makes me food and plays and swims 
with me.  She hugs and  reads stories to me.   Timothy 

• She hugs me and kisses me.  Charlie 

• She plays with me and cooks for me.  She hugs and kisses me all the time.  Oliver 

• She always kisses me when I go to school.  Khanya 

• She makes food for me and takes me to the shops and we buy food.  She reads stories to me 
and does nice things for me.   Catalia 

• She kisses me and hugs me.  Mahirah 

• She reads me stories and gives me milk.   Elijah 

• She is cute and she fetches me.  Kate 

• She gives me food and always takes me to the park for a walk.  Gogontle 

• My mommy is lovely.  Thavha 

• She plays with me and gives me hugs. Aria 

• She is nice and gives me cuddles.  Zack 

• She buys me toys.  Daniel 

• Sy speel in Luca se kamer.  Luca 

• She buys me toys and makes me food.  She plays with me. Lemuel   

• I love her.  Luke 

• She gives me nice food.  Ellie 
 

  

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR MOTHERS’ DAY 



     
 

    
 

      
 

     



 
The Grade 2s reflected on our special mothers and how much they do for us. They then used crayon 
and inks to create beautiful pictures of flowers, which they surrounded by a border filled with different 
patterns. They then practiced their tearing and sticking skills, adding colours into their artworks. We 
had lots of fun creating these and the children are over the moon excited to share them with their 
mothers on Sunday. Happy Mothers’ Day! 
 

    
 

 
The Grades 6s learnt about the art movement of pointillism, specifically focusing on the work 'A Sunday 
Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte' by Georges Seurat. They were then required to use their 
critical thinking skills to analyse this art work. They received a page with 4 blocks in which they had to 
take a scene from the painting and create a comic from it. Interesting conversations were had and the 
Grade 6s were pushed to think critically and analyse art, while using their imaginations to interpret what 
could have happened in this scene. They did an excellent job and should be proud of their results! 

     
 

 
It is smiles all-round while the Grade 7s rehearse for 
the Senior Prep Play at the end of the term.  
 
Watch this space for details in due course! 
  

CRAYON AND INKS 

ART 

SPOTTED! 



 
Thank you to all the families that supported Slipper Day in aid of the Reach 
for a Dream Foundation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

     
 

   

SLIPPER DAY 



 
Some of the Grade 6s and 7s have been hard 
at work preparing for Round 2 of the Horizon 
Maths Competition, which will be held on 
Saturday 14th May. In recent years our 
students have achieved phenomenal results 
in this competition and we are really looking 
forward to seeing how they do this year. Their 

preparation has consisted of early morning sessions where they have been working on past papers 
and collaborating with their peers. We wish them well as they continue with the preparation for this 
demanding paper. 
 

  
 

  
 

 
We welcome, Matthew 
Deftereos to Grade 4 at 
Somerset House! We 
hope you are very happy 
in your new school. 
 
 
 

  

HORIZON MATHS PREPARATION 

NEWS FROM GRADE 4 



 
At Somerset House we like to make use of our beautiful garden and playground. Maths does not only 
have to be taught in class and written in a book. There are many fun ways we can learn maths. Today 
we decided to go outside and skip while counting in 10s, we also counted in 2s and 1s on our 
whiteboards. The children love learning maths outside and enjoy breathing in the fresh air. 
 

   
 

   
 

  

CREATIVE MATHS OUTDOORS 



 
What an honour! To present Mr Huggett & Mrs Mendes with the official 2nd copy of this book, for 
Somerset House. This book was designed to unite us all in the spirit of adventure! As Moms, Dads and 
children - reading about wild, exciting, crazy adventures, together. 
 
This book was born when Bethany & I bumped into the famous explorers, Riaan & Vasti Manser, out 
on our bicycles. Riaan famously circled the whole of Africa on his bicycle, over three years. I said to 
him: "Riaan, when are you going to tell Boo about your adventures. Better yet: Let's write a book about 
your adventures, for Boo and all her friends!" A year later, Riaan phoned me and said: "Will you write 
it?" 
 
This book's designed to set alight a life-long love of adventure - as families, together, and as a school, 
together. The book's cover, and the bike on the front, are the colour TEAL - the colour of our hearts, at 
the school we love, Somerset House! This book's for YOU. 
 
From the Wordsworth website:  
 
THIS BOOK IS A CHILD'S FIRST TASTE OF THE MAGICAL CONTINENT! 
In My First African Adventure, Riaan Manser allows the reader to relive the toil, excitement and 
occasional terror of his journey - negotiating the Sahara and Libyan deserts, learning French, 
Portuguese and Arabic, eating monkey, rat and bat, standing in front of the pyramids, being awarded 
the freedom of the Red Sea in Egypt, feeding hyenas mouth to mouth, and standing on the highest, as 
well as at the lowest, points in Africa. Riaan arrived safely in Cape Town on 25 November 2005. Now, 
for the first time, children can relive this amazing journey of discovery in a fun, illustrated version of the 
original journey. Crammed with fun facts and information, My First African Adventure will entertain 
young and old for years to come. Parents and children are invited to join one of the world's great 
modern-day adventurers, Riaan Manser as he explores Africa by bicycle! 
 

  
 
 

MY FIRST AFRICAN ADVENTURE 



 
 

Team Opposition Result Player of the Match 

U7 Stormers Macassar Won 15 - 10 Franki Smuts, Othniel Plaatjies 

U8 Macassar Won 35 - 5 Leo van Galen, Rio-Trent Kelly 

U9 Macassar Lost 10 - 30 Brayden Kinkead-Weekes, Harry Ryder 

U11 A Macassar Won 15 - 12 Chris Havinga, Lucca Tosi, Skyler October 

1st XV Macassar Lost 19 - 45 Ross Wille, Andrew McMeeking 
 

    
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

RUGBY 



 
 

Name Result 

Under 9 

Aidan Castleden Lost 

Raadhi Abass Lost 

Jackson Gilbey Lost 

Kristen Gordon Won 

Under 11 

Zachariah Brown Lost 

Lincoln Massyn Lost 

Rayhan Diesel Lost 

Philip Human Lost 

Hugh Welby-Cooke Won 

Under 13 

Aneiran Manickum Lost 

Thomas Niehaus Lost 

Lucca du Toit Drew 

Simon Wiehahn Lost 

 

 
The Grade 6’s have also been busy with persuasive speeches 
this week. Using well researched facts, they needed to explain 
and argue their point view on the following animal related topics: 

1. Can an animal and a person develop a bond as strong as 
an interpersonal relationship can do?  

2. Do you agree with the domestication of wild animals and 
keeping them as pets?  

3. “Don’t shop. Adopt!” Do you agree that the breeding of certain domestic animals like cats and 
dogs is cruel when there are already so many stray animals in need of homes?  

4. Conserving some endangered animals is more important than conserving others, due to their 
respective ecological roles.  

5. Euthanasia is ethical for animals – true or false?  
 

They did an excellent job of putting their ideas and arguments together, well done Grade 6s! 
 

   
 

   

CHESS VS LOCHNERHOF 

GRADE 6 ORALS 



 
We are delighted to let our SH Families know that we have three netball players who have survived 3 
rounds of WP Netball Trials and have made it through to the final round which takes place this weekend 
at Gene Louw Primary.  Congratulations to Gillian Rank, Mikyla Jordaan and Adrian Johnson.  We are 
holding thumbs and wish you all the best of luck! 

 

 
 

 
Although our literature study, “Diary of a Young Girl”, has a strong focus on the experiences caused by 
World War 2 for the Frank family, it also highlights their general family dynamics on a day-to-day basis 
while living in hiding. With this in mind, the Grade 7’s were given six topics about family perspectives 
to put their persuasive techniques into action for their oral presentations. Topics like “What is the most 
beneficial parenting style to raise children?”, “Has technology enhanced communication and 
connectivity within your family?” and “Nurture vs nature – which has the most powerful influence on a 
person’s character?” were discussed in detail offering a variety of viewpoints. We also learnt that it is 
acceptable to agree to disagree with each other’s opinions too! 
 

     

METROPOLE EAST NETBALL TRIALS 

GRADE 7 ORAL PRESENTATIONS 



 
This week the U7 and U8  teams had a fun-filled netball match against one another! The girls have 
shown great improvement in their basic skills and learning the positions in just a few weeks. It was a 
good opportunity to practise how we start and end a match and most importantly, shake our opponent’s 
hand at the end to thank them for the game.   Well done girls – we are so proud of you! 
 

 
 

 

IN-HOUSE NETBALL MATCHES 



 
We decided to take 
our learning to the 
Grade 7 sustainable 
garden.  
 
The children loved 
learning about the 
bug catchers and 
the sun dial with the 
roman numerals on 
it. The Grade 3s 
also took the 
opportunity to go 
back to basics with 
halving - practising 
half of 1, 3, 5, 7 and 
9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 

GARDEN LEARNING 



 
There is much fun and engagement across 
campus before school and during breaks. 
The JP children make full use of their free 
time and are found dancing, racing, 
“walking”, searching, playing and 
collaborating. The play spaces and, in 
particular,  the JP Knowledge Centre are 
always alive with activity and allow for the 
children to play in a way that suits them best. 
This week we have focused on team work, 
and it has rubbed off on all the children, we 
are so proud of them. 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

   
 

   

THE FUN WILL FIND YOU ON OUR CAMPUS! 



 
The Grade 00 children have had a busy week! Our discussions 
have been focused on the element of wind/air. Even though we 
can’t see it, we can see how it effects our environment, we can feel 
it and even hear it sometimes. The children participated in a 
science experiment where we discovered that if a balloon is placed 
over the neck of a bottle, it can be inflated when heated by air 
trapped inside using hot water. The children thought it was magic 
and were just as amazed when the bottle was placed in ice water 
and the balloon deflated. This experiment led us on to discussing 
how hot air balloons work. The children then decorated their own 
hot air balloons in preparation for a special Mother’s Day card.  
They then practised their measuring and mixing skills, as we 
worked through a recipe together, to make delicious chocolate 
squares which we hope won’t be devoured before they are gifted 
to their special mommies on Sunday! 
 
 
 

 

   
 

    
 

    

THE ELEMENT OF WIND AND AIR 



 
A huge thank you to the moms and dads that 
joined us on Thursday morning for the launch of 
our Oakwood Hour. It was a special hour in which 
Mrs Sinead Mendes opened a safe place for our 
Oakwood parents to meet each other, get to 
know the staff at Oakwood, and to discuss some 
interesting topics pertaining to our precious pre-
school children. Some the topics that were 
brought up were ‘screen time’ and the transition 
from Oakwood to the Junior Primary. We look 
forward to welcoming more moms and dads to 
share in this special time with us on the first 
Thursday of each month. A special thank you to 
Mrs Robyn Rautenbach and her dedicated team 
for providing delicious coffee, tea, and rusks! 
Stayed tuned for more information about our next 
Oakwood Hour! 
 
Françoise Kock 
 
 

 
The Grade 5s learnt about the art 
movement pop art. We discussed all 
things pop and focused on the artist 
Andy Warhols works. They then used 
their tracing skills to create copies of 
pecks anchovie paste bottles, 
inspired by Warhols soup can series. 
They will add in bold and bright colors 
with water colours and their works will 
be displayed in true pop art style. We 
had a lot of fun learning about this 
movement and the children were 
really excited to have their creativity 
challenged. 
 
 
 
 
 

     

OAKWOOD HOUR 

POP ART 



 
The Grade 3s celebrated Earth Day by discussing ways in which we can make the world a better place. 
They then used their fingers to create prints and came up with an amazing variety of characters. Some 
very funny and really out of the box! These characters were then cut out and stuck onto a black page 
around a picture of the earth. This was then  displayed in the Knowledge Centre. The pupils had a lot 
of fun being creative and inventing different characters. 
 

   
 

 
 
 

AMAZING CHARACTERS 



 
Grade 7 have been looking at sorting and 
recycling: how waste disposal and recycling are 
a sorting of mixtures problem. These are the 
posters they put together to educate us more 
about Recycling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

   
 

  

RECYCLING 



 
Mr Angus (and Mr Bones!) invited us into the Science Lab 
this week, to demonstrate some exciting experiments for 
the Grade 2’s!  First and foremost, we had a discussion 
about the importance of Safety in the Lab; in particular, 
wearing gloves, goggles and a coat to protect oneself. 
We were shown a variety of science apparatus whilst 
learning some new vocabulary too.  
 
Mr Angus demonstrated 3 experiments for us. The first, 
he made fire without using matches (a reaction caused 
by adding glycerine to potassium permanganate.) The 
second, was elephant toothpaste (hydrogen peroxide, 
yeast, food colouring and warm water.) Last but not least, 
we ended off with a bang, as he (safely!) held soapy fire 
in his hands! 
 
We felt inspired to keep discovering, keep learning and 
most of all – have fun with science! 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   

GRADE 2 – IN THE SCIENCE LAB! 



 
The Grade Rs created these gorgeous zebras using 
their cutting, sticking and listening skills. Together we 
discussed the features of zebras and carefully cut out 
the needed parts. We then used white crayon to draw 
on the stripes. They then diligently stuck all the parts 
together and were very proud of their results! This was 
a really exciting lesson and the children thrived in this 
more challenging task! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ART 



 
We had a super afternoon of hockey at Beaumont Primary yesterday afternoon.  Matches were all 
played on their beautiful Astro.  We had a bag of mixed results, well done to all our teams and coaches.  
 

AGE GROUPS TEAMS & RESULTS 

U8 Girls SH Falcons Lost 2 - 0 SH Squirrels  Won 1 - 0 

U8 Boys SH Falcons Won 4 - 3 SH Squirrels Won 2 - 0 

U9 Girls SH Falcons Lost 3 - 1 SH Squirrels Won 3 - 1 

U9 Boys SH Falcons Lost 3 - 0 SH Squirrels Lost 1 - 0 

U10 Girls U10A Drew 1 - 1 U10B Won 2 - 0 

U10 Boys U10A  Lost 2 - 0 U10B  Lost 3 - 0 

U11 Girls U11A Won 4 - 1 U11B Won 1 - 0 

U11 Boys U11A Lost 3 - 2 U11B Lost 1 - 0 

Girls 1st Team Drew 0 - 0   

Girls 2nd Team Lost 3 - 0 

Boys 1st Team Won 1 - 0 

Boys 2nd Team Lost 3 - 0 
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

    

HOCKEY VS BEAUMONT 



    
 

   
 

    
 

    
 

   
 

   



 
The Grade 3s have had to work diligently on their school work this week. All the public holidays mean 
that when it is work time, we work diligently. Using our current theme, Mini-beasts, we are able to offer 
cross-curricular opportunities for learning. Close reading skills, especially with texts and visual literacy 
are imperative in interpreting what has been read and helps children develop sound comprehension 
skills. The Gr3s enjoyed learning about grasshoppers and were able to really apply some of their own 
thinking to some more interpretative questions. A multi-sensory offering, even in Grade 3, remains an 
important part of learning. In learning all the challenging spelling options for the -oa- sound, the children 
had to do instructional writing in helping the toad cross the road, this meant we could create some fun 
toads and practise all our phonics sounds through practical experience and writing. 
 

   
 

 
 

DILIGENT GRADE 3 PUPILS 


