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What a joy it was to host Will Linley for a concert at Somerset House. The concert was very well 
attended and families braved the chill to enjoy a picnic outdoors or food from one of the food vendors. 
Will entertained the crowds with original songs and covers and the children sang along enthusiastically! 
He was incredibly generous in his interaction with the audience, engaging with them and signing many, 
many autographs afterwards. Makai Mitchell had emailed him to enquire if he could join him on stage 
and Will obliged – a very special moment for Makai! It was lovely to see so many musicians perform 
before Will took to the stage. Thank you to the choirs, string ensemble, Pop & Rock Band and guitarists 
for your beautiful performances. An event like this takes months of preparation and work and we are 
very grateful to the entire FoSH (Friends of Somerset House) committee for making this happen. In 
particular, FoSH Chair Sarah Allwood and her concert team – Laeticia Smart and Sarah van Schalkwyk 
were amazing!  
 
What an awesome night!  

WILL LINLEY CONCERT! 



 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   



 
On Tuesday evening, the 10th of May, the 
violin pupils of Somerset House had the 
chance to perform for their parents in the 
Haydock Hall. Valuable performance 
experience was gained by the budding 
violinists and it was a wonderful opportunity 
to share their talents with others. Joanna 
Nyawata, Chloe Thomas, Iris-Amelie 
Hjelden, Alec Hobson and Wyatt te 
Boekhorst each performed a violin solo and 
Alec Hobson and Ella Basson performed a 
violin duet. The String Ensemble ended the 
program with two pieces. 
 
 

 

   
 

  

MUSIC MINI-CONCERT NUMBER 1 



 
Well done those of our guitarists who showcased 
their talents on Tuesday evening at the Mini 
Concerts. They worked very hard in the build up 
to the show, making sure their pieces sounded 
perfect. It definitely paid off and we were treated 
to a very high standard of performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

MINI MUSIC CONCERT NUMBER 2 



 
In Grade 3B we are so bug crazy, we even made them their own 
town!  
 
How to make a bug town: 

• Well first, you need to learn about the properties of 3D 
shapes. 

• Then you need to get the nets for all the different shapes. 

• Cut out the shapes and then build them into their 3D look. 
(this is the hardest part) 

• Lastly, you need to design the town. 

 
We even created some really cool 
places in our town. 

• VIB very important bug area for 
the bugs. 

• Bug airport 

• Bug dog park 

• 2 bug hotels (1 cheap hotel and 1 
expensive hotel)  

• 1 haunted Mansion 

• Town Hall 
 

We are so excited to see the end product. 
 

  

BUGS, BUGS, BUGS! 



 
The Bee Class (Grade 000) have enjoyed 
playing and making friends, as well as some 
quiet time in different areas of the playground 
and classroom.  Play allows children to use their 
creativity while developing their imagination, 
dexterity, and physical, cognitive, and 
emotional strength. Play is important to healthy 
brain development. It is through play that 
children at a very early age engage and interact 
with the world around them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

     
 

    

PLAY! 



 
 

Team Opposition Result Player of the Match 

U7 Sir Lowrys Pass Lost 0 - 30 Max Basson 

U8 Sir Lowrys Pass Lost 0 - 5 Reese Olivier 

U9 Sir Lowrys Pass Lost 10 - 15 Brayden Kinkead-Weekes, Robert Terheijden 

U11 A Sir Lowrys Pass Won 25 - 0 Tyson van Wyk, Skyler October 

1st XV Sir Lowrys Pass Lost 3 - 5 Zakariya Toffee 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

  

RUGBY VS SIR LOWRY’S PASS 



 
Whilst learning about 
Transport this week 
we took a trip to Italy, 
Cambodia, India and 
Egypt where we 
learnt about their 
transport types. 
Bamboo Trains, Tuk-
Tuks, Gondolas and 
Felukka’s were all 
new to us and we 
enjoyed creating 
them in our own way. 
This sparked our 
imaginations and we 
had great fun 
designing our own 
transport inventions. 
This is what was 
invented:  
 
 
 
 

James:         It has boosters that helps it to move very fast. Its tail also makes him very fast.  
Leo:               It is a transformer and changes into a robot.  
Cristiano:       It is an aeroplane with a hammer. 
Isla:           My submarine is automatic. 
Nic:               My car turns into a boat when it needs to get through water.  
Anna:            My aeroplane has a place to sit on where you can see the stars.  
Taylor:           My helicopter turns into a submarine and the people go down the ladder.  
Leo:               It is a helicopter and a transformer.  
Sienna:         My one can land on water.  
Luna:             My aeroplane can turn into a submarine.  
Matthew:       My car roof can open. There is a lot of thunder.  
Max:              My car can change into three things. 
Luca:           I designed a flying, crocodile, chomper. 
Eli:                 It’s a cyber truck that can go in water. 
Christiaan:    My design is a lava car that can drive and swim in lava. 
Matthew:       Mines a cosy truck , its solar panel can do anything, it has spikes to break the ice, at  

the backs its cosy and has lots of cushions. It has a generator that makes the whole 
truck warm. 

Lucas:           It’s a speed propellor. A quarter of it is just engine because it’s a speed mobile. All of 
my propellors go all over the engine, with one that’s an ice-breaker at the back and the 
very front.  

Ellie:           It’s a cat bus car that can fly in the air and the wheels look like paws. 
Trinity:        I designed a cat car and there’s a cute little place on the top and the cat face is driving 

it… it’s an alive car that drives itself. 
Alice:          My cat car can turn into a cat. 
Silas:       Mine is a quad ski. It can transform into a quad bike or a jet ski. 
Milan:       My boat can go underwater for 10 seconds, it is fast. 
Luke:          My spiderman car can turn into a ninja. 
 
 

TRANSPORT INVENTIONS 



 
 

   
 

   
 

  



 
Welgedaan aan graad 7B en spesifiek Nkosi McAllister wat ons Afrikaans Wordle (Watse) so vinnig 
kon oplos! 
 

 
 

 
The Grade 4 pupils had fun presenting their book review orals this week. 
 

   
 

   

AFRIKAANS WORDLE! 

BOOK REVIEW ORALS 



 
The Grade 3s learnt about the French 
painter Henri Rousseau. They focused 
on his famous works of jungle animals 
and their surroundings. They were then 
taught how to use watercolours and 
began creating their own Tiger 
impressions focusing on the element 
value. Next week they will add texture by 
using a fine black pen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

WATER-COLOURS 



 
Afrikaans is hope pret! Om werk te konsolideer beteken nie altyd om in 'n boek te werk nie. Die graad 
1's het dit geniet om met hul speeldeeg te werk. Hulle moes na die instruksies luister en die speeldeeg 
gebruik om items te maak om by hul prente te voeg. Om met jou hande te werk is nie net 'n aangename 
afleiding van boekwerk nie. Deur praktiese aktiwiteite word kinders aangemoedig om te leer deur 
verkenning. Praktiese leer ontwikkel denkvaardighede. 
 

     
 

    
 

   
 

 
Grade 4s have been learning about direct and indirect speech in English and they wrote dialogues! 
 

  

AFRIKAANS IS PRET! 

DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH 



 
The Grade 1s have been introduced to the various non-melodic 
percussion instruments available as well as the correct playing 
techniques for each instrument. Correct handling of instruments 
prevents the breaking of the instruments and it keeps pupils 
from injuring themselves and others. Here the Grade 1s are 
enjoying keeping the beat while safely playing an instrument. 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
Four of our staff members, Mrs Bouah, Mrs Kock, Mrs Hendrickse, and Mrs Tucker, attended the 
Innovate Conference held at Parklands College last Friday and Saturday. A world-class team of 
international education experts – not only in ed-tech, but also in innovative pedagogy hosted four half-
day, deep-dive workshops. This conference was hosted with the aim of transforming teaching and to 
enable teachers to engage in the kind of deep learning that transfers back to their classroom and school 
– re-igniting teachers’ passion for teaching and learning.  
 
Delegates could choose 4 workshops from a long list of interesting presentations to attend. Topics 
ranged from how to create a culturally responsible classroom to more practical workshops on slide 
presentations. Mrs Hendrickse and Mrs Kock had lots of fun building and coding their own robots in 
the Lego Spike Workshop. The teachers cannot wait to share what the learnt with fellow staff and apply 
what was learnt to their lessons!  
 

    

GRADE 1 CLASS MUSIC 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 



 
We would like to congratulate three of our senior netball players who made it through to the final round 
of WP Netball Trials.  Adrian Johnson, Mikyla Jordaan and Gillian Rank represented the Metropole 
East Netball Squad at these trials.  It has been some time since Somerset House had 3 players at the 
final round of WP Trials.   
 
We are delighted to share the exciting news that Gillian Rank (U13) has been selected to represent 
the WP Netball Squad at the Western Cape Netball Trials which take place in Oudtshoorn this 
weekend.  This is a fantastic achievement of which we as a school, are extremely proud.  It is wonderful 
to know that regardless of whether Gillian makes the Western Cape Team or not, she will have the 
opportunity to represent either WP or the WC Team at an Inter-Provincial Tournament in July.   
 

  
 

 
Giorgia Macintyre (Grade 3) is a 
member of the Gold Reef Rhythmic 
Gymnastics Club.  She recently 
competed in the Schik Club 
Gymnastics Competition and won a 
silver medal in her Free Dance Rope 
Category.  
 
Congratulations, Giorgia and best of 
luck for your District Competition this 
weekend! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CTPS WESTERN PROVINCE NETBALL TRIALS 

GYMNASTICS COMPETITION 



 
Our Somerset House U12A and U13A netball teams participated in the Helderberg Top Schools Netball 
Tournament which was held at De Hoop Primary on Tuesday afternoon and evening.  We were blown 
away by the passion with which the girls played and together, as a team, fought hard to work their way 
through the pool stages of the competition.  Both our U12 and U13 teams pulled off some brilliant 
results to end top of their pools with the U12s beating Hendrik Louw and De Hoop and the U13s beating 
De Hoop, Hendrik Louw and Oklahoma Primary. Both teams had tough semi’s, U12s against Beaumont 
and the U13s against Lochnerhof.  Despite a huge effort, they both lost these matches and the U12s 
then faced Beaumont in the playoff for 3rd and  4th and the U13s faced De Hoop.  Both teams narrowly 
lost which meant that they both ended up in 4th position in the Helderberg.  An absolutely brilliant 
performance and I cannot remember when we last had one team reach the semi-finals, never mind 
two.  HUGE Congratulations to both teams and all their wonderful coaches.  We are so proud and love 
the way that you are setting the example for our younger players.  Very well done! 

 

     
 

    
 

      
 

    
 

    

HELDERBERG TOP SCHOOLS NETBALL TOURNAMENT  



 
Our netball teams took on the mighty De Hoop on Wednesday afternoon and although there weren’t 
many results in our favour, our teams fought hard and never gave up.  Special mention must be made 
of our U7s who played brilliantly, despite only just having started playing this wonderful game.  Congrats 
too to our U12A team who had a ding-dong battle with end to end action with the game ending in a 
draw, very well done girls.  Please see the table below for results: 
 

AGE 
GROUP 

TEAM RESULTS 

U7 Falcons 4 - 0 Squirrels 0 - 0 

U8 Falcons 7 - 1 Squirrels  

U9 Falcons 10 - 0 Squirrels 6 - 0 

U10 A 4 - 4 B 0 - 1 

U11 A 0 - 9 B 1 - 13 

U12 A 8 - 8 B 2 - 6 

U13 B 0 - 5 C 1 - 4 
 

   
 

  
 

  

NETBALL VS DE HOOP 



 
It was great to see our teams out in action again on Thursday afternoon.  We had 4 schools visiting us 
for hockey matches this week:  Gordons Bay, Generations, Ikhwezi and Sir Lowry’s Pass.  I think it is 
fair to say that great fun was had by all.  Please see below for our results: 
 

AGE GROUPS TEAMS & RESULTS 

U7 Girls SH Falcons Won 4 - 2   

U7 Boys SH Falcons Drew 3 - 3 SH Squirrels beat the girls SH Owls 0 - 3 

U8 Girls SH Falcons Won 11 - 0 SH Squirrels Lost 4 - 0 SH Owls 2 - 1 

U8 Boys SH Falcons Won 5 - 0 SH Squirrels 12 - 0  

U9 Girls SH Falcons Lost 7 - 0 SH Squirrels  2 - 1  

U9 Boys SH Falcons Won 2 - 0 SH Squirrels  Lost 5 - 0 SH Owls Lost 5 - 1 

U10 Girls & Boys  Won 4 - 1   

U10 Boys U10A   Won 9 - 0 U10B    

U11 Girls U11A Won 11 - 0 U11B  4 - 0  

U12 Girls & U11 Boys 8 - 0   

Girls 1st Team 7 - 0   

Girls 2nd Team Won 4 - 0  

Boys 1st Team 2 - 0  

Boys 2nd Team 5 - 4  
 

   
 

   
 

    

HOCKEY MATCHES 



 
At Oakwood we integrate all aspects of the 
curriculum as much as possible. Literacy, 
Numeracy and Life Skills are not learned in 
isolation, but are learned holistically. This week 
the Grade 00s continued with their inquiry into 
wind. We read the story, ‘Rosie’s Hat’ which 
inspired us to be authors and illustrators and 
create our own books. The children used their 
knowledge of stories and phonics to ‘write’ their 
own creative story about the wind. This activity 
was child-led, and the children guided their 
teachers as to how they would like to ‘write’ it. 
Some children wanted to have a go and write the 
words themselves, some children wanted to copy 
words, some children wanted their teachers to 
write their words and some children wanted to trace the words. We were ‘blown away’ by the fantastic 
ideas and creative pictures that the dormice and fieldmice produced.  
 
The children also exercised their fingers and paper folding skills, by learning how to fold their own paper 
aeroplanes. This led to much excitement to go outside and fly their jets around the playground. We 
also went out onto the field to play in the wind. We flew a kite, ran with our windsocks and plastic bags 
catching the wind. The children also had fun with a parachute lifting it up and down in the wind. As we 
continued our inquiry into wind and air the children experimented with using their breath to blow paint 
across a letter ‘m’ and to race a paper ball across the classroom. We would like to thank the weather 
for playing along, creating opportunities for our children to see the wind in action!  
 

     
 

    
 

     

AN INTEGRATED CURRICULUM 



 
Jackson Kock in Grade 2 also treated the 
Oakwood children with a visit from his 
homemade volcano. The Pre-Primary 
children came together to see how the 
volcano exploded using vinegar, food 
colouring and baking soda! This was great 
introduction to fire, which the Grade 00s will 
inquire into in the weeks to come! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 

 
The Catering Department dept takes hygiene as well 

as health and safety very seriously! Work done with a 

smile! 
  

VOLCANO! 

SAFETY FIRST! 



 
The Grade 3s have been learning to 
manage extended and non-fictional texts. 
Significant time is spent on working through 
a text; understanding language use, 
vocabulary development, inference etc. The 
comprehension this week was all about 
“Roly-Poly” bugs, so it was only necessary 
for us to use the clues from the text to go 
and search for them. This type of teaching 
becomes real to the children as they were 
able to experience the animal, they had just 
done a comprehension about, in real life. 
 
As an extension to our inquiry based 
research on mini-beasts, the Grase 3s are 
now creating a PowerPoint presentation 
which will be presented as an oral in the 
coming weeks. The children love being able 
to take the content they have acquired 
through research and present it in a visually 
appealing way. The teachers cant wait to 
see them and hear the children speak. 
 

   
 

    
 

     

COMPREHENSION SKILLS – REAL LIFE! 



 
The Grade 5s continued with their pop art inspired creations this week. We spoke about how bright 
bold colour combinations are used in pop art to create an eye catching artwork. The pupils enjoyed the 
freedom of being able to choose their colours and finely painted their pictures with watercolours. 
 

   
 

 
The Grade 6s spent some time playing snakes and ladders in Maths – not just fun but also a great way 
to practice their perimeter calculation skills! 
 

   
 

  
 

POP-INSPIRED ART 

SNAKES AND LADDERS 



 
Well done Daniel Porter for demonstrating what happens to Mentos sweets when they are added to a 
bottle of Coke, a bottle of Sugar Free Coke and a cup of water. The children have been using the 
correct terminology when sharing their hypothesis, showing the apparatus that they are using and 
explaining the conclusion to the experiment.  
 

  
 

 
The Grade 2s often have a 
special 4 legged visitor called 
Sophie! She loves all the 
attention and cuddles whilst 
improving her Maths and 
English skills.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

EXPERI-MENTO! 

VISITOR 



 
We’ve had a very busy week in the Natural Science class in Grade 4 this week. We’ve had a look at 
how matter can change states, designed posters to summarise our learning, and we even got to play 
with oobleck, a rather curious case of mistaken identity. Oobleck is a mixture of a solid (corn starch) 
suspended in a liquid (water). Oobleck behaves like a solid when force is acted on it quickly. This is 
because the pressure forces all the particles of corn starch together and they behave like a solid, but 
returns to a liquid when the force is removed. The formal name for this is a non-Newtonian fluid. Another 
example is Silly Putty. Oobleck gets its name from the Dr. Seuss book Batholemew and the Oobleck. 
 

     
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

GRADE 4 NATURAL SCIENCE – CHANGING PHASES 



 
The Grade 2s spoke 
about the beautiful 
national flower of South 
Africa, the King Protea. 
We studied pictures 
and discussed the 
colours, textures and 
shapes of these 
flowers.  
 
We then learnt how to 
use chalk pastels and 
how to create the soft 
look of the protea’s 
petals. We worked on 
black paper in order to 
make our colours stand 
out. I am super impressed with the way these came out and although some children felt challenged, 
they were all super proud of their results! Well done Grade 2s! 
 
 

    
 

 
The Grade 6 children were given the option to use the immersive reader tool in their term test as a way 
of supporting their reading. Some used it to hear the text being read aloud and then continued without 
their device, some used the tool throughout the assessment and others chose not to use technology 
at all. 
 

     
 

OUR BEAUTIFUL NATIONAL FLOWER 

IMMERSIVE READER TOOL 



 
The Grade 5s have been 
developing an understanding of 
the Khoikhoi and San people's 
culture and lifestyle. They 
worked in groups to sift through 
information and summarise it 
and then presented an oral 
accompanied by a visual 
presentation where they shared 
with their peers what they had 
learnt. Rebecca Plewman also 
shared some very interesting 
Khoisan artifacts with the class 
that her family has collected over 
the years. This included a water 
holder and medicine pouch 
made from ostrich egg and 
animal skin. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

GRADE 5 FLIPPED CLASSROOM 



 

 
Happy kids at the Pre-Primary Aftercare! Why not put our happy faces on paper with a baking activity? 
 

    
 

    
 

   
 

 
 
When dad arrived Trinity was so please to have saved something 
sweet for dad. Happy child… happy dad! 

OAKWOOD AFTERCARE 


