
 
TERM 3 WEEK 1 2022 (22 JULY) 

 

 
Our Girls and  Boys 1st Hockey Teams are currently enjoying a tour to Kwa-Zulu  Natal.  They are 
playing matches every day against strong opposition and will be participating in the Midlands Festival 
this weekend. The girls will be playing at St Anne's and the boys at Hilton College. A full set of results 
and other tour experiences will be shared in next week's newsletter. 
 

 
 

  

KZN HOCKEY TOUR 



 
The children attending the Pre-Primary Holiday Club had an absolute ball and made good use of the 
wonderful weather this winter holidays. The Club was offered for the full 3 weeks of the holiday period, 
with a wonderful variety of activities on offer – baking, sports, exploring the nooks and crannies of the 
campus, arts and crafts, a visit to the Grade 7 Sustainable Garden, games and so much learning! 
Thank to Mrs Fingers for the management of this offering and the incredible team of Pre-School staff 
that care for the children with such love and dedication.  
 

       
 

     
 

      
 

        
 

      
 

      

OAKWOOD PRE-PRIMARY HOLIDAY CLUB 



     
 

       
 

       
 

     
 

     
 

    
 

     



 
There was so much on offer for the Prep School pupils during the recent holiday:  
 

• Rugby Skills                            

• Drama                                    

• Mountain Biking                      

• Netball                                    

• Paper-Beads / Decoupage      

• Soccer                                   

• Hockey Skills                          

• Tie Dye T-Shirts                     

• Golf Skills                             

• Minecraft                             

• Winter Crafts                          

• Marimba Madness                  

• Beading & Sock Bunnies         

• Golf – 9 Holes                         

• Dodgeball Competition            

• Go Noodle                              

• Eat Your Treat                        
                              

 

    
 

     
 

     
 

        
 

      
 

      

PREP SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLINICS 



     
 

    
 

     
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 



 
The Catering Staff were busy during the first part 
of the holidays undergoing Kitchen Hygiene and 
Food Safety Training by Food Safety Excel. 
Some other topics also covered included 
allergens and how to manage them in a kitchen, 
fire safety, kinetic energy, ergonomics, safe use 
of chemicals and electrical safety etc. The day 
started with a warm up dance and the training 
was enhanced by an amazing isiXhosa 
interpreter, as well as the staff being able to 
participate in fun training activities like pin the tail 
on the body, healthy food group pairings and 
identifying allergens in magazines and making 
allergen posters. 
They are looking forward to their next fun and 
informative session! 
 
 

 

  
 

   
 

   

TRAINING AND FUN FOR OUR CATERING STAFF 



 
Our Junior Primary Intern, Phia Phillips 
competed at the SA Weightlifting Nationals 
in Johannesburg, placing First (Gold) in her 
division with a 6/6 ratio on her lifts. Her 
totals qualified her to receive the Junior 
Champ of Champs trophy, making her the 
best Junior SA Female Lifter. She is hoping 
to qualify for the Youth and Junior African 
Championships taking place in Morocco 
later in the year. Well done, Phia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hunter built a plane (with Thendo as a super helper!) and then and then he built an elephant. Isn't it 
amazing? 
 

   

CONGRATULATIONS! 

NEWS FROM PREP SCHOOL AFTERCARE 



 
Root 44 ran a competition to give one artist the opportunity to create a 
sculpture that will link Root 44’s ground floor and first floor. The idea is 
that the sculpture is the landmark around which the building was designed 
and built. The work of art will be a destination in itself that speaks of 
Stellenbosch and it’s culture, history, wine and future. Mrs Victoria 
Newton-King, local artist and our Drama Teacher, entered her artwork 
Roots.  
 
Congratulations to Mrs Newton-King for being named the winner of this 
competition!  
 
My sculpture, ‘ROOTS’ will hang from the concrete slab ceiling and not in 
a steel frame that the sculpture is being shown in. This will be seen from 
the gorgeous restaurant above to the market below. From the restaurant 
you will see the top of the grapes and the bottom you will see the whole 
bunch of grapes. This can be rearranged in any order and not all rings 
need to be filled. 
 
Materials used: 
The sculpture consists of 8 steel rings, each of 1 meter in diameter, with a variation of figures and 
objects that depict the Stellenbosch Winelands, the Root 44 Market, the architecture and the grounds. 
I have used copper wire, wax and old lead bottle wraps to add colour. The lead was what started my 
sculpting journey years ago around a table where we celebrated family and friends. This is the heart of 
what wine brings to the table. The final product with be scanned, resized to fit 1 meter rings, cast in 
resin and coloured according to the final decision. There is the option of casting the sculpture in bronze, 
but this would increase the price significantly. 
 

What will the patrons see? 
Root 44 is a destination for young and old alike to have a wonderful 
indoor and outdoor experience. There is an intergenerational link 
between every ring that makes up the bunch of grapes that links the 
past, present and future in each element. 
 
This is captured in my sculpture with the student reading a book, to 
replant themselves later like the acorn growing into trees. To a stylish 
lady with a hat enjoying the Cape weather. The acorn as the symbol of 
Stellenbosch, this growth from spiritual and intellectual growth. To the 
Vine leaf where the Winelands all began years ago with the French 
influence realising that our soil and weather similar to the French terroir 
and favourable for this new growth. The old world contribution and that 
we have adopted a new world flavour and own style. 

 
The past, the present and the future all lie in the earth, soil and wine and the celebration is brings of 
the love of good food and wine that the Stellenbosch Winelands has to offer. 
 
The tree shows the acorn taking root and growing. The famous view of the surrounding Simonsburg 
mountains with a bird soaring overhead and finally the family seen at the bottom enjoying the wine from 
the region in the gardens of Root 44. 

by Victoria Newton-King 
 
Mrs Newton-King has also been offered an Artist Residency at Lion Sands in the Sabi Sabi for the 
month of August – to sculpt in their gallery and interact with the guests watching the artist in residency. 
(cover has been arranged for all her classes).  

CONGRATULATIONS, MRS NEWTON-KING 



 
We wish our Deputy Bursar, Mrs Judith Hanekom, all the 
best as she heads off to the following two tournaments:  

• World Golf Croquet Championships in Southwick, UK   
(3 South African competitors out of a field of 64) -  
Saturday 30 July to Saturday 7 August 

• World Association Croquet Team Championships at 
Budleigh Salterton, UK (SA comprises of a team of 4) 
- Tuesday 9 August to Sunday 14 August 
 

Mrs Hanekom is currently the top SA ladies player, number 
2 ranked SA player, and ranked in the top 100 in the world. 
She is a previous Women’s World Golf Croquet Champion. 
Amazing!  
 

 
A number of pupils and staff of Somerset 
House have been involved in productions 
at the Playhouse Theatre over many 
years. Most recently Jewel Buys (Grade 
3) played a lead role of Freya in the 
production of Up-and-Away during the 
June / July school holidays. Amelia du 
Toit formed part of the ensemble.  
 
Earlier this year, Lenka Hasse (Grade 7), 
Amelia du Toit (Grade 7) and Amber 
Mendes (Past Pupil) performed in the 
Charlotte’s Web production.  

Our Pre-Primary Head of Department, 
Francoise Kock, is currently rehearsing for her 
role in Robin Hood (7-17 September) and 
performed in the thrilling Monkey’s Paw during 
the holidays.  
 
Mrs Kock, Amber Mendes and Amelia du Toit 
are all currently busy rehearsing for The Sound 
of Music which opens on 19 October.  
 

 

 

GOOD LUCK, MRS HANEKOM! 

LOCAL THEATRE! 



 
The Grade R classes hit the ground running, as they kicked off Term 3, with an introduction to Wild 
Animals. The children shared their prior knowledge about animals and learnt a lot from each other by 
fact sharing. They were quick to name their favourite animals, but many had to really think deeply as 
to why. Theme discussions are always a valuable time of the day, when the class comes together to 
share ideas and knowledge. It is a pleasurable opportunity for children to expand their vocabulary and 
improve their speaking and listening skills. Consolidation and extension are evident, as they bring their 
new learning to life in the creative art activities. 
 

      
 

      
 

    
 

    
 

     

AMAZING ANIMALS 



 
Well done to Olivia Castleden and Nicholas Roberts-Meyer in Grade 6 who both achieved Merit Awards 
in the recent International Indonesia Maths Competition where they represented South Africa! This is 
an INCREDIBLE achievement! 
 

 
 

 
The Grade 5s played a fun memory word game in isiXhosa. Grade 5B isiXhosa vocabulary winners!  
 

 

AN AWESOME ACHIEVEMENT! 

ISIXHOSA! 



 
What an action packed week! The Grade 6s and 7s have taken 
advantage of the decreased numbers across the grades this 
week and this has afforded them the opportunity to do activities 
that would not normally fit into the curriculum. They started the 
Term with a wonderful trip up Table Mountain to enjoy a 
“Classroom in the Clouds”. From magical mountain biking to 
dodgeball in the Simpson Hall, this has been a wonderful way to 
start Term 3! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

   
 

    
 

  
 

GRADE 6 & 7 ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMME 

 



  
 

Maths was an exciting experience for our Grade 6 and 7 pupils having to crack a code to BREAK OUT 
of a room. Great frustration, enthusiasm and excitement as codes were broken!  
 

    
 

    
 

The Grade 6s played Minecraft Education Mode together where they tried surviving the night as a 
team. They had so much fun building houses and farms. Some of them were even in creative mode 
building big projects, and some did not want to leave for break-time afterwards because they were 
having so much fun.  
 

   
 

   
 



The Grade 6s and 7s travelled back in time to explore the popular 
culture of circa 500 years ago. We explored iconic celebrities, popular 
dances and songs from the Renaissance. We even added our own 
verse to a humorous tavern song, Matin Said to His Man. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
From Grade 6: Reflections of the Week:  

 

• This week was very different. We didn’t do 
regular schoolwork, and it made me feel out 
of routine. But a whole new area of education 
opened up, away from academics. We rode 
our bikes up steep roads and got our hands 
dirty in the vegetable garden. We learned 
important life skills that laid outside math and 
language. I am very grateful for this week, 
and all the important life lessons I learned. I 
loved this week, but I can’t wait to get back 
into regular school routine again. (Christine 
Toogood) 

 

• My experience on the alternative programme 
was great and I wish it was every week we 
could do this programme as the tour children 
are definitely missing out. I have to say that 
the week has been jam packed full of fun 
activities and lessons. Some highlights were 
dodge ball which we won, gardening, fun 
Afrikaans lessons and the movie which I 
hope I will enjoy as that is after first break. 
Because of the alternate programme I felt as 
if I wasn’t missing out on as much while our 
star hockey team was on tour to KZN. (Adrian 
Bands) 

 

• Here are my highlights of this week: Going up the mountain (although it was windy), Cycling, 
Dodgeball, The movie (still coming), Getting to play Minecraft. (Olivia Castleden) 
 

• I really enjoyed the alternative learning programme because it was different than normal classes. I 
really enjoyed being outdoors in nature and not just sitting in class because eventually it becomes 
slightly boring just learning in one way, but this week taught us to learn differently. On the first day 
of school, we went up Table Mountain in the cable car the view of Cape Town was beautiful, and 
we were taught a lot about Cape Town and Table Mountain.  



On Wednesday we cycled to the bike park it was lots of fun except I fell off my bike and slightly 
hurt my knee, but I was perfectly fine. Thursday morning, we made a poster about Table Mountain 
and then later during the day we played dodge ball. On Friday we typed out paragraphs about the 
alternative learning which is this paragraph. We are also later today going to play dodge ball again 
and watch a movie and for the movie we were allowed to bring snacks and blankets. For me this 
week was awesome, and I really had lots of fun this week and hope for a week like this one day in 
the future! (Daniella Clayton) 
 

• My experience on the alternative education programme was exciting and super fun. I enjoyed 
learning about Table Mountain and all the most popular tourists’ attractions. I learnt to never let 
your friends down and always build them up. I really liked playing against my friends in dodge ball 
and cycling as a group. I hope we do this again soon and have more good times together.(Giselle 
le Roux) 

 

• My Experience on the alternative education programme was amazing. We had an amazing week 
but my favourite day by far was Thursday because we got to play doge ball and got to work in the 
school’s garden. I also really enjoyed going up Table Mountain and learning about the habitat there. 
(Ryan Tucker) 

 

• This week was not a usual week. We did educational and exciting things like going in cable cars 
up to Table Mountain and getting a tour, playing dodge ball, cycling and today we are watching a 
movie! This was a diverse and fun way to start the new Term as it is usually a hard and stressful 
first week back. Table Mountain was an amazing and educational trip, but it was below freezing up 
there. We got a classroom in the clouds including a tour with a guide named Tony. We learnt about 
the biodiversity, fynbos, history of the city and indigenous plants and animals. the bus ride back to 
school was a fun time filled with laughs! We drew on Zinnias face while she was asleep and finished 
the last bit of leftover food from lunch. On Wednesday we went cycling to the park nearby our 
school. We cycled a total of 7 km and had an amazing time riding on the ramps at the park. 
Thursday, we had dodgeball which was exciting and my favourite game to play. We had four teams 
vs each other and then boys vs girls. Today, Friday we brought lots of snacks for the movie we will 
be watching, and we are celebrating Zinnia, Lucca, and Aiden’s birthday. This week was fun and 
educational for everybody, and I would definitely do it again. (Emma Hobbs) 

 
From Grade 7s: What have we learnt this week? 

• I have learnt to appreciate the environment and to spend more time outdoors because the area 
around us is so vast and beautiful, but we decide to stay indoors on our devices neglecting it.  
(Justin Van Niekerk) 
 

• I learnt to think outside the box when doing the Math Escape Room. (Amelia Du Toit) 
 

• Always have a positive attitude because that will get you through anything. (Hanaa Abass) 
 

• I have learnt that I shouldn't overthink everything on the get go because sometimes it's helpful to 
think inside the box and I have learnt that not everything is about winning it's about having fun. 
(Khanyisile Mngoma) 

 

• Most things we did this week were somewhat challenging. I haven't taken a long walk in a while or 
rather I haven't been outside exploring this beautiful city we live in. I had so much fun on the Cable 
car although, I was quite scared but I quickly learned to face my fear of heights and I learnt that we 
were really high up from the ground and it felt weird, but it was really exiting. I learnt to remember 
to have fun, this whole year I've been inside not doing much but I'm so grateful to have experienced 
this. (Shyloh Swartland) 

 

• This week I have learnt that we should definitely do this more! We might not have done any 
schoolwork, but we learnt a lot about nature at Table Mountain. I also learnt to use my gears on 
the bike, since I’ve never ridden that bike before.   



We also learnt a lot about teamwork and strategies in dodge ball. We realised, as soon as we didn’t 
communicate to each other, we started losing. When we had to choose a movie, we had to decide 
from six topics and had to respect everyone’s choice and come up with one that everyone was 
happy with.  I have also learnt how most people are so far away from nature. We should be in the 
garden much more and learn from nature. So, in my opinion, learning from regular, fun activities 
we learn a lot, not necessarily about math or something, but about life skills. (Jana Ochsenbein) 

 

• We have learnt a lot about Cape Town, the tourist attractions and about South Africa's Biodiversity. 
(Alesya Staples) 

 
From Grade 7s: Highlights of the week? 

• One of the experiences I was expecting to not enjoy was Table Mountain. I fully regret thinking 
that... It was SO much fun! I learnt so much I think my brain expanded by 25cm! I learnt about 
the animals, the vegetation and where the tourists like to stay! (Chanel Theron) 

• The highlights of the week for me were; going to Table Mountain and seeing the incredible view 
while people were scared the platform was going to break; going up the cable car while it rotates; 
going cycling and doing jumps; destroying the other teams in dodge ball. (Justin Van Niekerk) 

 

• My highlight of the week is going to table mountain and going on a cable car and standing on 
Table mountain because that was my first time. (Jada Cupido) 

 

• My favourite activity was most definitely the cycling because it is something that we have not 
done before and it was an adventure and extremally fun. It was also a very fun way to train for 
Quest360 because it is fun, and we get to explore and ride our bikes. (Lenka Hasse) 

 

• My highlights of the week was the cycling because I used to go cycling all the time when I was 
younger but outgrew my bike and never got round to getting a bigger one but when we went 
cycling on Wednesday and I missed Thursday but all the memories of my younger self riding 
my bike at the park near my house and it was really nice to relive that. (Michaela Mahncke) 

 
 
From Grade 7: Is an alternative program beneficial? 

• Absolutely! I have loved the change in activities including math! You can experience new things 
every day! (Juliette Amner) 

 

• You learn new things with people you wouldn’t have known that you would be good friends 
with.(Gabrielle Le Grange) 

 

• Yes, an alternative programme is beneficial because it allows us to experience things, we might 
not have been able to experience while learning lots of things and growing as individuals. The 
alternative programme lets us do out-of-school activities while still benefiting from our education. 
(Justin Van Niekerk) 

 

• I feel like it was helpful because it helped us towards Quest 360 and it brought us together as 
friends and it brought me closer to the teachers. It also gave me memories that I will not forget 
about Somerset House. (Ciaran Sanders) 

 

• I think that the alternative programme was very beneficial as it made us excited to go to school and 
that excitement will last a while. (Luca Schreuder) 

 

• It is  beneficial because you are doing work while having fun, like the escape room I had so much 
fun doing it and I also learnt math while doing it! (Bella Capri) 

 

• Yes, because it is a unique way to teach children who might be struggling in standard class work. 
(Alexis Cole) 

  



 
What a happy start we have had to Term 3. The children were excited to be back in the classrooms 
with their friends and we have heard many stories about everyone’s wonderful holidays and outings. 
This Term we are going to learn all about ‘Living Things’ and have kicked off our inquiry by reading, 
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and discussing what we know about seeds and plants. The children painted 
the most beautiful watercolour gardens and made 3D tissue paper flowers to add to our Garden Centre 
role play areas.  On Friday, we also had a visit from the firefighters who showed us their fire truck, 
uniforms, and the equipment they use to help extinguish fires. The children thoroughly enjoyed meeting 
and interacting with these local heroes (pictures to follow next week).   
 

     
 

     
 

    
 

     
 

    

PLANTS, SEEDS AND LIVING THINGS 



 
In Drama this week the Grade 2s and Grade 3s made objects like pianos, castles, popcorn machines 
and F1 cars. Then they told a story in a sequence with a story teller. Incredible creativity and lots of 
fun. Well done, super stars! 
 

    
 

   
 

    
 

    
 

GRADE 2 AND 3 DRAMA 



 
Lots of smiling faces arrived back at school on Tuesday for the 
beginning of Term 3.  The Grade 000 were looking at Winter this 
week and have enjoyed the stunning fresh winter mornings and 
catching up with all their friends.  The little Bees have painted 
incredible pictures of themselves and loved adding different winter 
clothes to their painting and have enjoyed different winter fine motor 
activities  in the classroom.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

    
 

      
 

   

ALL SMILES IN GRADE 000! 



 
Congratulations to Gillian Rank (Grade 7) who represented the Western  Cape's U13A Netball Team 
at the  National Tournament  in Boksburg during the holidays.  Gillian's team had a super Tournament 
and ended up in 3rd place overall. Well done, Gillie.  

 
 

 
Three of our senior girls represented 
WP Provincial  Hockey Teams at 
various tournaments  during the 
holidays and all their teams did 
exceptionally well.   
 
Gillian Rank (WP U13A Team) won 
their Inter-Provincial Tournament in 
Stellenbosch, Isabella Herbertson 
(WP U13 B Team) won their Inter-
Regional Tournament in Paarl and 
Adrian Johnson (WP U13 C Team) 
came 3rd at the Inter-Regional 
Tournament in  Paarl. 

Congratulations to all our players and to 
Mr Rank who managed the WP U13A  
boys team, they came 3rd at the IPT in 
Stellenbosch.  We are very proud of all 
of your achievements.  
 
 

  

NATIONAL U13 NETBALL TOURNAMENT 

HOCKEY PLAYERS EXCEL AT IPT TOURNAMENTS 



 
In Grade 3, we are learning about the soft -e- sound. So, we decided to make a yummy bread 
sandwich… Yummmmmm! 
 

  
 

  

YUMMY BREAD! 



 
The Grade 5s have finished adding the final touches to their 
river systems after much time and effort was spent working 
on them towards the end of last term. They demonstrated 
superb teamwork, creativity and problem-solving skills 
throughout the process and have formed a clearer 
understanding of rivers and all their features. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

  

RIVER SYSTEMS 



 
 Die Graad 5's skop die kwartaal op 'n hoë noot af met die nuwe tema... Rooi! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

  
 

   
 

   

GRADE 5 AFRIKAANS – ROOI IS MOOI! 


