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It has been wonderful welcoming the Grade 000s, 00s, Rs and their parents to 
Oakwood for 2022. For this first week the focus has been on settling in to our new 
classes. The Grade 000’s are our brand new additions to Oakwood and we are so 
proud of how well our Ladybirds and Bees have adjusted to their new routine. 
Consistency and routine are crucial at any age, but for our Oakwood children, it creates 
an important sense of security. Once our children feel safe and secure within their 
environment, learning can really start. Each class has certain systems in place, such 
as, when do we go to the restroom, how do we unpack our 

bags in the morning and pack up in the afternoon? What do we do after 
we’ve finished painting? When do we play outside? When do we eat? All of 
these questions and more have been answered this week. Understanding 
what is expected helps our children to feel confident about how they go 
about their day and this, in turn, leads to growth in their independence.  
 
Thank you to our wonderful Oakwood parents for taking advantage of the 
opportunity to walk their children to class this week. All of the Oakwood 
teachers have expressed how lovely it was to put faces to names and to 
share the excitement of a new year with you all. Thank you for your support 
and diligence at adhering to our covid protocols.  
 
We are excited to share just a few of the photographs that were taken at Oakwood this week. 
  

       
 

      
 

      

A GREAT START IN THE PRE-PRIMARY! 



      
 

      
 

       
 

      
 

      
 

       
 

        



 
It was a beautiful morning to start a new school year and we thoroughly enjoyed welcoming so many 
parents to our special outdoor assembly. In true Somerset House fashion, the Grade 1s were warmly 
welcomed to the Prep School and we wish them all the best for a wonderful journey through to Grade 
7. To all our pupils – may this year be one of growth and exceptional learning! 
 

 
 

DAY 1 IN THE PREP SCHOOL 



     
 

     
 

      
 

    
 

       
 

      



 
The Grade 7s, being the highest grade, started the year with an exciting leadership programme 
focusing on personal growth, preparing our pupils to be contributing 21st century citizens.  
 
Day 1: #knowyourstory: The day commenced with us watching the movie, Beyond the River, a local 
production directed by one of our past parents, Garth Japhet. We discussed many themes like diversity; 
despite spending so much time together, how well do we really know each other; how different we are 
from each other but still have so much in common….all very interesting discussions. 
 
Day 2: The Helderberg Nature 
Reserve is magnificently beautiful 
and we are so fortunate to have it 
on our doorstep. The Grade 7s had 
the privilege of spending the day 
hiking in the reserve and whilst it 
was challenging for many of the 
Grade 7s, it was rewarding looking 
down on the Helderberg basin 
from 700m above sea level. We 
are so proud of the group for 
completing the group and many 
lessons were learnt! 
 
Day 3: Sustainable Garden: 
Sustainability is at the forefront of conversation globally and it is extremely important that our Grade 7s 
begin to grasp the principles around “Sustainability”. The Sustainable Garden, in its second year of 
existence, is the perfect resource to teach these principles and provide the opportunity for learning and 
growth. The Grade 7s spent Friday erecting beds, planting seedlings and planning for a successful 
gardening year ahead. 
 

     
 

    
 

     
 

GRADE 7 ORIENTATION 



    
 

    
 

     
 

      
 

 



 
The JP Knowledge Centre (KC) is back and ready for action. The JP children have already taken 
advantage and have enjoyed reading while relaxing on some pillows and playing games. The Notice 
Board has some fun facts about the teachers. Encourage your child to write down their goals for 2022 
and stick them on the notice board. Our goal for 2022 is to utilise the KC and make it a safe space 
where all are welcome. 
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

THE JUNIOR PREP KNOWLEDGE CENTRE 



 
These were some ideas that the Grade 2s 
came up with when they were asked ‘’How can 
we make our Grade 2 year great?’ 

• Being Respectful 

• Making new friends 

• Showing Patience 

• Being Confident 

• Listening to our teachers and friends 

• Being kind and Loving to others 

• Being a good friend 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

    

FROM GRADE 2….  



 
Drama is offered to each child from Grade 1 to 7 as part of the 
curriculum. There is so much learning that takes place in these 
lessons – skills like communication, confidence, creativity, 
language, collaboration to name but a few. In Drama the Grade 6s 
created Frozen Frames. Well done, Grade 6s!  
 
 
 

   
 

   
 

     
 

    
 

   

DRAMA  



 
Here is Grade 3, we are off to a roaring start. The children were so 
eager to get going on their first piece of ‘real’ work. We were so proud 
of the amazing work that the children presented. We do have to say a 
big well done to the Grade 2 teachers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

    
 

    
 

 SOLID START IN GRADE 3 



 
The Grade 5s started the year by making a time capsule which will be sealed and only opened at the 
end of the year. They included the following items in their capsule: a piece of string to represent their 
current height, a cut-out of their foot to show its size, a picture of them with their masks on to remind 
them of the times we are currently in, and a list of their goals for the year, specifically in terms of building 
our core values at Somerset House. Grade 5 is a year of much growth and development, so the aim of 
this activity is for the learners to be able to open their capsule at the end of the year and see how far 
they have come and how much they have grown throughout the year. We are very excited to guide the 
children through their Grade 5 journey and know that it is going to be a great year. 
 

   
 

  

GRADE 5 TIME CAPSULES 



 
The Grade 6s have had a fantastic week getting settled into their 
new routine. They got to know their new academic subject 
teachers better, and enjoyed introductory art, drama and music 
activities too. 
 
The Team Building Alternative Olympics was a big hit in the 
Simpson Hall with the two classes ending up just one point apart 
at the end of the competition! After the Olympics, it was time to 
put their minds together in 

small groups with a Growth Mindset Escape Room activity where 
they learnt that teamwork, grit and perseverance are very valuable 
life skills.  
 
As they are now required to bring their own devices to school every 
day, they also took time to get properly linked up to the school 
system and tested out some new ICT skills that will make their year 
run smoothly. 
 
Well done on a superb start to your year Grade 6s, we are proud of you! 
 

    
 

    
 

      
 

     
 

GRADE 6 OLYMPICS AND GROWTH MINDSET 



 
The Grade 1s had a great first day and thoroughly enjoyed drawing themselves in their school uniform. 
They were given a few breaks to play with a variety of toys in the classroom and had fun exploring their 
new playground. They all have adjusted well into their new classes and have shown great excitement. 
 

      
 

      
 

     
 

     
 

   

GRADE 1s – WORK HARD, PLAY HARD 



    
 

   
 

   
 

   
 



 
 
WESTERN PROVINCE TENNIS   
A number of our pupils took part in the Western 
Province Tennis Trials during the holidays and we 
are delighted to have received the news that three 
of our players have been selected to represent 
Cape Town (WP) Tennis Teams.  Congratulations 
to Olivia Hipkin, Nathan Sloan and Rijk van Galen.  
These players will be participating in Inter 
Provincial Tournaments later this term. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS, JONTY!  
Congratulations to Jonty Coolen who received his 
Level 3 Qualification for swimming as well as his 
Western Cape Half Colours.   
 
TROPHIES 
Please could we ask that all trophies received last 
year, be returned to the school for safe keeping 
and where necessary, engraving.  This includes all 
sport, academic and cultural trophies or shields.   
 
 

 
During the holidays we had some great cricket news from some past pupils of Somerset House. 
 

• Recently Joshua Cox (Grade 7 2016) was selected for the U19 Ireland Cricket World Cup 
Squad. In their first match vs Uganda Joshua scored and amazing 111*.  
 

• Michael Royden-Turner (Grade 7 2018) recently represented SACS High School 1st XI in the 
Peninsula Week. They played Affies where he scored 55*. 

 

• Another SACS boy and past pupil Aidan Hughes (Grade 7 2020) also played in the Peninsula 
Week where he picked up figures of 4-14 in 8 overs vs Hilton. 

 
We are very proud of our past pupils who are doing really well. 
 
 

SPORT NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS, PAST PUPILS! 



 
It was with great excitement that we welcomed our new Grade 4s and their families to the Senior Prep.  
 
Even though our first "week" back has been rather short, it has been jam-packed with activities. Here 
are some of the activities the Grade 4s spent some time working on  
 
Our goals for the year.  

• Interviewing a classmate to learn more 
about them and find out what we have in 
common. 

• Reflecting on what makes a good friend and 
what it means to be a good friend.  

• Discussing what respect means and how 
we can always show it.  

• Conducting a back-to-school survey and 
plotting the data on a bar graph 

• Tackling some fun, yet challenging Maths 
tasks, like multiplication apples, "my 
numbers" problems, code-breaking to find 
the answer to a joke, and arranging our 
class's birthdays in chronological order.  

• Drawing self-portraits and a snapshot of our 
holiday.  

• A back-to-school wordsearch that tired out 
our brains and eyes.  

• Putting the covers on ALLLLLLLL our new 
books and files.  

 
The Grade 4s have embraced all the activities with 
enthusiasm and have adjusted to the longer school 
day wonderfully. Although, waiting the extra 40 
minutes until lunchtime has been a bit more of a 
challenge for them.  
 
Here are some of their reflections of their first week in Grade 4:  
 
Paul:  We are learning new stuff and Grade 4 is really fun. Some work is much harder than 

Grade 3.  
 
Mason:  It’s good. My teacher is nice, I was really hoping to be in her class.  
 
Amelia:  It can be challenging but it’s fun so far! 
 
Sophia:  It’s challenging  
 
Stefan:  It has been extra fun! 
 
Safaa:  It’s been fun. Harder than Grade 3. Lots of work.  
 
Charlotte:  So far, I really like Grade 4 and I get to do more things. I have to write in my homework 

diary and it makes me feel grown up. I like playing in the SP because I get to see my 
brother and annoy him. 

 
Tristan:  Started a lot of new things this year and Grade 4 is nice and I’m nervous but I’m sure it’s 

going to go well! 

A JAM-PACKED WEEK IN GRADE 4! 



Ella:  It is challenging, because all my friends are in the other class, but I am making new friends 
so that is good.  

 
Daniel:  I have liked this week, it’s good to be back with my friends and I get to play with them. 

The work is a bit harder! 
 
Kate:  It is really fun! I’m sad that Jayde isn’t in our class, but I have Chelsea with me, so that’s 

fun! The work is hard, I’ve forgotten a lot of stuff, but it’s going well! 
 
Chelsea:  When we were in Grade 3, we were the seniors of the JP, now we are the juniors of the 

SP!  
 
Rijk: It is very different to Grade 3 and I like it because we can choose our friends and I have 

some of my friends in my class and it’s been a nice experience so far.  
 

   
 

    
 

     
 
 

  



 
Grade 3 Jones are looking sharp! The children 
eagerly arrived at school ready to work and take on 
the challenges of Gr 3. New book covers and 
setting up of class rules and schedules are an 
important part of settling into a new grade. Cactus 
makes perfect!  
 
I look forward to seeing all the progress they will 
make throughout the year 
 
 
 

   
 

  

GRADE 3 JONES 


