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Pre-School is a magical place where many special friendships are formed and developed.  The little 
Ladybirds have been very busy playing and helping each other inside and outside of the classroom.  
Lots of different activities and play areas are set up daily to encourage the Grade 000 children to 
explore and engage with one other while developing their communication skills.  Pre-School friendships 
are helpful in developing strong social and emotional skills as well as increasing a sense of belonging 
in children. 
 

    
 

   
 

   

MAKING CONNECTIONS 



 
Op 24 Maart 2022 is daar geskiedenis gemaak by Somerset House toe die eerste Afrikaans dag gehou 
is. Die opwinding was vroeër die week al groot toe die leerders juffrou Rautenbach se spyskaart 
bestudeer het en gesien het ons eet die 24ste Maart smullekker vetkoeke. 
 
Die dag was propvol pret en almal het hul gate uit geniet. Daar was aktiwiteite soos die idiome 
inkleurkompetisies, waterkaskenades, boeresport, collages oor KaapsAfrikaans digters, sokkie, 
skattejag en selfs ‘n bietjie Noot vir Noot. Daar was natuurlik ook die konsert waar Graad 1-7 ons 
vermaak het met ‘n Afrikaanse liedjie wat hul aangeleer het, tesame met monoloë en mondelinge. Die 
onderwysers het hul staal gewys deur ‘n rondte 30 Seconds in Afrikaans te speel (wel gedaan Mnr. 
Huggett, Juf. Angus, Juf. Baines en Juf. Tucker wat as kampioene uit die stryd getree het!). 
 
Laastens, dankie aan Woema boeke en Taberna uitgewers wat as borge vir dié dag opgetree het om 
dit ekstra spesiaal te maak. Dit is een vir die boeke!      
 

     
 

     
 

    
 

      
 

    

AFRIKAANS DAG: HOOR JY DIE KLOP? 



 
The children in Oakwood love any opportunity to dress up and Thursday was no exception. Coming to 
school in their favourite pyjamas, snuggling a teddy and watching a movie together is such a wonderful 
way to bring a very busy term to a close. We were also treated to some traditional Afrikaans snacks 
which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
 

     
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

   

PYJAMA DAY! 



 
The Grade 1s had lots of fun constructing garages for their cars out of boxes. They worked together in 
groups and enjoyed thinking out of the box and using their imagination. 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

  

BOX CONSTRUCTION! 



 
Focus groups are an important part of the 
Grade R day. It is a productive and planned part 
of the curriculum where the children work in 
small groups to consolidate or extend their 
learning. It is a special time where two of the 
four groups are facilitated by a teacher and the 
other two groups are left to learn through 
constructive play. The activities change each 
week, but the same activities are rotated during 
a week so that the children experience all 4 
different learning stations.  So many different skills are focused on during 
these sessions but the importance of working collaboratively within their group remains a highlight. 
Free playing in the role-play area at the top of the classroom is one of the favourite group options! 
 
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

      

GRADE R FOCUS GROUPS 



 
The Kruger family spent the long weekend in Namibia on a movie set! Eireann’s big sister Lizinke, who 
lives in Los Angeles, has written a short film entitled ‘Gister se Stof’. She also directed the film, and 
acted in it. Eireann got to act in the film as her little sister. Most of the film was filmed in an old Mercedes 
Benz on a rural road in beautiful Namibia. It was a wonderful experience learning how a movie is made, 
and Eireann did really well (as well as enchanting the whole crew!). Post-production will be done in the 
USA and hopefully we will be able to see the film on screen in the future! The Somerset House umbrella 
was really useful in the Namibian heat! 
 

   
 

 
The Grade 6s have been very busy this term practicing their creativity in their visual diaries. The result 
being a variety of imaginative ideas. Keep it up, Grade 6s! 
 

     
 

    

EIREANN ON A MOVIE SET! 

VISUAL DIARIES 



 
As the term draws to a close, more 
students have opted to be part of 
Tuesday Morning Live. Onlookers 
were treated to some spirited and 
lively performances. From Classical, 
Blues to Pop – there was something 
for everyone. Well done to all the 
performers! 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 

 

 
Our thoughts have been with Mr Chevallier this 
week has he embarked on the Cape Epic. The 
Cape Epic is an annual mountain bike stage 
race held in the Western Cape, South Africa; 
first staged in 2004. The race typically covers 
more than 680km, with some 16,900m of 
climbing, and lasts eight days – a prologue and 
seven stages. Professional mountain bikers 
from around the world compete in up to 650 
teams of two. To qualify for a finish, teams have 
to stay together for the duration of the race. The 
race is also open to amateurs, who enter a 
lottery in order to gain a slot. The times taken 
to finish each stage are aggregated to 
determine the overall winning team in each 
category at the end of the race. The course 
changes every year, but the race has always 
taken place in the Western Cape. 
 
With one day until the start of the Cape Epic I 
had no idea I would be embarking on the week 
long journey. A last minute opportunity came 
through and it was a no-brainer to slot in. This 
year has been grueling and we are taking one 
day at a time. Once again a strong reminder of 
how fortunate and privileged we are to be able 
to take part in an event like this! (Mr Chevallier) 

  

TUESDAY MORNING LIVE 

CAPE EPIC 



 
The Grade 1s created brightly coloured self-portraits this term. We started with discussing the 
importance of trying to capture your own essence in a self-portrait. They used markers and pastels to 
bring their drawings to life. They then learnt about patterns and incorporated this into their backgrounds; 
working in pastel and then painting over their patterns in ink. We combined the two parts, and the result 
were these lovely, bright and colourful self-portrait drawings. Well done Grade 1s! 
 

  
 

 
Die Graad 1's ken daardie kleure. Ons het ons kleure geoefen deur ons skryfbehoeftes as 'n visuele 
herinnering te gebruik. Visuele leidrade maak die onthou van inligting makliker. Dit kan moeilik wees 
om kinders by 'n onderwerp of les betrokke te kry, maar dit kan makliker gemaak word met visuele 
leidrade.  
 

   
 

  
 

SELF-PORTRAITS 

KLEURE! 



 
We sometimes forget how vital play is in a child’s life. This week, we opened a space for the children 
to work in pairs to collaborate and create a structure using Lego. It was incredible to watch who came 
out as leaders, who struggled to work in groups and how they could work as a team, sharing ideas for 
a final product. It is pretty impressive to see what the children created. As long as we have intention – 
we have achievement. 
 

   
 

 
In our Mini Musicians classes we learn music through play. This week we played a keyboard geography 
memory game called Dogs and Frogs. 
 

 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY 

MINI MUSICIANS 



 
The Grade 3s learnt about 
texture and value this 
term. They were also 
introduced to different 
drawing techniques such 
as stippling and 
crosshatching. They then 
put these newly learnt 
skills into these fabulous 
drawings of South African 
animals. They worked 
hard on these pictures 
and the results are 
absolutely outstanding. 
Well done Grade 3’s you 
should be very proud of 
yourselves! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

GRADE 3 ART – TEXTURE AND VALUE 



 
The JP Art Club has had lots of fun this term! In the 
last few weeks, we worked on using our collage 
skills. They made cat pictures using magazines and 
pastels. They enjoyed cutting and creating colourful 
cats. We spent some time making nature collages. 
They walked around the school looking for natural 
objects with bright colours and interesting textures, 
and they then combined these objects to make the 
most beautiful collages. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

     
 

    

JUNIOR PREP ART CLUB 



 
The Grade 00 children have been focusing on their emotions this week. 
We have had wonderful discussions on what makes us feel excited, 
what makes us feel scared and what makes us happy. We listened to 
different types of music and spoke about how the music makes us feel. 
We did a whole class painting activity to the music of Chopin’s Nocturne 
No 20 and the Tritsch-Tratsch Polka by Johann Strauss. It was 
wonderful to see the children’s creative expression of their feelings while 
practicing their listening skills and paintbrush manipulation. 
 
 
 

 

    
 

   
 

   

EMOTIONS 



 
This term, our Grade 7s have been learning about the Design Process, 
Design Considerations, as well as 3D Oblique Drawings. Keeping the 
Grade 7 and Community Garden in mind, each child had to research and 
design a worm farm. They then discussed and compared designs in 
groups of three people. The final design had to include a specification 
from each person in the group. Finally, the group collected materials and 
assembled their worm farms. We hope this will make a positive 
contribution to the Grade 7 and community gardens. 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

   

GRADE 7 TECHNOLOGY PROJECT 



 
As part of  their last lesson of isiXhosa for 
the Term, the Grade 3s have enjoyed 
dressing up and decorating their faces with 
face paint. They also have to design their 
own bookmarks by colouring and 
decorating craft wooden sticks making 
their own designs and favourite 
characters. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

  
 

 

GRADE 3 ISIXHOSA 



 
It was great to see so 
many of our children 
out and about 
participating in the 
start of our winter 
sporting codes.  
Those children who 
ordered gumguards 
and had their 
impressions taken 
last week, received 
them on Wednesday.  
Those children who 
were away from school this week can collect their gumguards from Miss Mac’s office when we return.   
 
Our full sports programme gets underway on our first day back, Wednesday 6th April.  As there won’t 
be any matches during the first week, there will be practices as follows: 
 
Wed 6th April:  13:40 – 14:30 U7 & U8 Netball & Rugby Practices 
   14:00 – 14:45 U9 Netball & Rugby Practices 
   14:30 – 15:30 U10 – U13 Netball & Rugby Practices 
 
Thurs 7th April: 13:40 – 14:30 U7 & U8 Hockey Practices 
   14:00 – 14:45 U9 Hockey Practices 
   14:30 – 15:30 U10 & U11 Girls & Boys Hockey Practices 
      U12 & U13 Boys Hockey Practices 
   15:30 – 16:30 U12 & U13 Girls Hockey Practices 
 

    
 

    
 

   

WINTER SPORTS UNDERWAY 



 
The Grade 7s completed their circle drawings, and the results are very impressive! They really put all 
their effort into creating these works showing their understanding of contrast, textures and value. They 
have also continued to express themselves in their visual diaries. Well done Grade 7s! 
 

 
 

 
The Grade Rs loved their isiXhosa 
story time! 

  

CIRCLE DRAWINGS 

ISIXHOSA STORY TIME 



 
The best way to end a busy term at our Pre-Primary Aftercare is with one of our favorite activities, 
which is baking, of course! Our puzzle building is always on the side, which helps the children relax 
after a very busy day. 
 

     
 

      
 

     
 

 
Charlie-Joy Smuts (Grade 2) has just 
started participating in the SANESA 
Provincial Horse Riding Competitions.  Her 
first event took place at the Stellenbosch 
District Riding Club (SDRC) on Sunday 27 
February, earning her school some 
valuable points! There are 3 more 
SANESA events next term, after which 
they will announce the Provincial Squad to 
go to Nationals towards the end of the year. 
Charlie-Joy had an awesome first 
competition, receiving the following places: 
 

• 1st Show jumping 30cm 

• 1st Showing performance rider 

• 1st Prix Caprilli working rider - test 1 

• 1st Prix Caprilli working rider - test 2 
 
What a fantastic start, 4 x 1st places.  Congratulations Charlie-Joy, 
we are super proud of you. 
 
 

OAKWOOD AFTERCARE 

CHARLIE-JOY EXCELS AT SANESA RIDING SHOWS 



 
In Drama the children performed Freeze Frames. 
Freeze Frames are used in drama to make a visual 
picture, like a photograph, to show characters in a 
scene or series of scenes. The freeze is held for 
several seconds to clearly show through the 
actions and facial expression what the characters 
are feeling and how they are feeling about other 
characters in the scene. 
 
 
 

 

  
 

   
 

  

FREEZE FRAMES! 



 
The Oakwood Pre-
Primary Aftercare 
children used great 
problem solving 
skills when  building 
forts this week and 
collaborating with 
their friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

     
 

     

PROBLEM SOLVING THROUGH PLAY 


