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The Grade 4s loved wearing red, pink and white to celebrate Valentines Day. They spent the first part 
of the morning creating compliment bags for their friends and filling them with Valentine treats! They 
loved taking pictures and doing valentine ‘’code breaking’’ maths! What a fun day filled with lots of love 
and laughter. 
 

        
 

       
 

      
 

       
   

    

APPRECIATING OUR FRIENDS 



 
A gorgeous wind-free summer evening last night was the perfect setting for another parent social under 
the oaks. These BYO picnics are always a chance to reconnect with old friends and new parents, and 
the class mums must be thanked for organizing this social calendar event complete with fairy lights 
and background music. Keep your eyes on the social calendar for the next opportunity to enjoy the 
beautiful grounds of our school on a perfect evening. 
 

 
 

 

TIME TO CONNECT  



 
The Grade 5 and 6 pupils spoiled the residents of Mountview (Helderberg Society for the Aged) with 
some sweet treats for Valentine’s Day. We value the older generation, their wisdom and service, and 
hope they felt the love from Somerset House. Thank you, Grade 5s and 6s! 
 

  
 

 
We explored the technique of mosaic in Extra Art during the past 2 weeks. The learners were shown 
how to use tile cutters in order to create shapes that would fit onto their rocks. They diligently planned 
and designed their desired patterns which they wanted to create. They then stuck their tiles onto their 
rocks using craft glue. The next week they were shown how to mix grout and how to spread it gently 
onto their rocks to complete the mosaic exploration.  
 

  

SPREADING THE LOVE  

SENIOR PREP EXTRA-MURAL ART 



 
Congratulations to all those who audtioned and were invited to join the Senior Choir:  
 
Kate Bands 
Hannah Gaffely 
Christian Schwabe 
Faith Stonga 
Amelia Benvenuti 
Jayde Botha 
Sophia Castleden 
Charlotte Guy 
Liam Allwood 
Adrian Cilliers 
Quinn de Wet 
Lia Gabrielides 
Olivia Hipkin 
Carla Hodges 
Grace Lavin 

Ryder Mitchell 
Rebecca Plewman 
Ava Schreuder 
Zahra Staples 
Sienna Vonbun 
Xander Diesel 
Rebecca Angus 
Jessica Beck 
Hayley-Jade Damons 
Amber Parker 
Madison Power 
Simon Wiehahn 
Gabriella Benvenuti 
Gisele le Roux 
Kyle MacDonald 

Gabe McClatchey 
Zinnia Petersen 
Amelia du Toit 
Mikhaila Mendes 
Gillian Rank 
Kiana Staples 
Shyloh Swartland 
Ava-Loren van Galen 
Nkosi McAllistair 
Isabella Devereux 
Gemma Griffiths 
Olivia Jones 
Michaela Mahncke 
Jana Ochsenbein 
Alesya Staples 

 

 
 

 
Congratulations to the Davies family (Jacob – Grade R, Cai – Grade 
2 and Zac – Grade 4) on the birth of baby Seren Imani Rose.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR CHOIR 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



 
Congratulations to all our Junior and Senior Primary swimmers who participated at our Championship 
Galas last Friday.  It was wonderful to see our children in action again and a real pleasure having some 
parents alongside the pool deck to support our swimmers.  Special congratulations to all those who 
won rosettes and trophies on the day.  Congratulations to all our swimmers who won trophies on the 
day: 

 

GIRLS U7– MOST POINTS 
Alexis Stander 

BOYS U7 – MOST POINTS 
Tristan Collins / Nhloso Mpofu / Aidan Castleden 

MOST POINTS GIRLS U8 
Raphaella Havinga 

MOST POINTS BOYS U8 
Leo van Galen 

MOST POINTS GIRLS U9 
Hannah Sloan 

MOST POINTS BOYS U9 
Robert Terheijden 

MOST POINTS GIRLS U10 
Charlotte Guy 

MOST POINTS BOYS U10 
Nicolas Coolen 

U11 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY:  
PENFAM TROPHY 

Charlotte Guy 

U11 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY:  
PENFAM TROPHY 
Christopher Havinga 

U11 VICTRIX LUDORUM: 
BAIRNSFATHER CLOETE TROPHY 

Jessica Beck 

U11 VICTOR LUDORUM: 
Christopher Havinga 

MOST POINTS GIRLS U12 
Nia O’Carroll 

MOST POINTS BOYS U12 
Jonty Coolen 

U13 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY:   
HOLLOWAY TROPHY 
Ava-Lorén van Galen 

U13 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY:  
RHODESIA TROPHY 

Jonty Coolen 

U13 VICTRIX LUDORUM: 
Ava-Lorén van Galen 

U13 VICTOR LUDORUM: 
Makai Mitchell 

 

     
 

     
 

    

SOMERSET HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP GALA 



    
 

      
 

      
 

    
 

    
 

     



 
The Grade 5s had great fun with puppets, practicing their 
isiXhosa dialogue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
Maths! The Grade 2s have been working on their bonds of 12 and practising their bubble sums, using 
counters if they need. 
 

     
 

    

ISIXHOSA DIALOGUE 

BONDS OF 12 



 
The Grade 2s of 2022 decided to share their love with the children from the Paediatric ward at HH 
Hospital. The children were thrilled to receive cards and a sweet gift. The Grade 2s also decorated 
hearts in their Art lessons and we celebrated Valentine’s day in our red, pink and white outfits. Some 
quotes from the Grade 2s: 
 

• Love is cuddling with my dogs 

• Love is nice 

• Love is certain 

• Love is caring 

• Love is family 

• Love is beautiful 

• Love is lots of hugs 

• Love is giving half a chocolate and logs of hugs 
 

     
 

  
 

      
 

   

SHARING OUR LOVE 



 
The Grade 5s have been learning about frame and shell 
structures in Technology and the human skeleton in 
Natural Science. The pupils combined this learning to 
create their own pasta skeletons. Children could choose to 
work as a group for resources, but everyone had to 
produce their own unique pasta skeleton. The children 
built their own skeleton to consolidate their learning about 
frame structures as well as the content in Natural Science, 
where they are discovering how a skeleton provides 
support for an animal's body and protection for its organs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

GRADE 5 TECHNOLOGY 



 
There was great excitement on campus on Monday 14 February with the children and staff decked in 
the red and white colours of Valentine's Day. The highlight of the day was the first Family Lunch with 
each group made up of two children per Grade from Grade 1 to 7 and cared for by their Grade 7 
‘parents’. The idea is that the activities and interactions are entirely pupil-driven, which allows for the 
building of informal, authentic relationships across the Grades. Our new Grade 7 ‘parents’ excelled 
with their range of activities from beading necklaces and bracelets, letter writing, word searches, face 
painting, hand printing on t-shirts and hearts made from pipe-cleaners to name a few. The opportunity 
for the Grade 7 children to act as role models and mentors for the younger children is invaluable and 
encapsulates our school values. We look forward to the next Family Lunch. 
 

  
 

  
 

  

FAMILY LUNCH 



  
 

   
 

  
 

 
On Monday the staff room was stocked with a variety of delicious snacks, kindly donated by Grade 7 
pupils. Thank you, Grade 7s, for spoiling our staff on Valentines’ Day.  
 

    
 
 

GRADE 7s TREAT THE STAFF  



 
LOVE could be felt all the way through 
Oakwood on Valentine’s Day. Our walls 
were decorated with hearts and balloons, 
our lunch was heart shaped burgers, and 
we even had a very special treat of jelly 
and custard for pudding. The children 
spent the day learning about St Valentine 
and about how we can best show those 
around us all the love we have in our 
hearts. Activities included baking sugar 
cookies, making gifts, printing with heart 
shaped cookie cutters, marble rolling, 
card making and so much more. What a 
busy, fun day we had. 

 

     
 

     
 

       
 

      
 

      

LOTS OF LOVE IN OAKWOOD! 



 
The Grade 00 classes spent last week learning about Goldilocks and the Three Bears as their literacy 
and numeracy focus. They discussed different family structures and practiced ordering objects in 
ascending and descending order. Mamma Bear also made us some porridge which we used to 
stimulate all our senses. They touched, tasted, practiced writing letters and numbers and got all messy 
with their individual bowls of oats! 
 

      
 

     
 

      
 

      
 

   

INTEGRATED LEARNING IN GRADE 00 



 
Eva decorated her descant recorder especially for Valentine’s Day. We had two 
performances during Senior Prep Assembly – Sienna Vonbun played a solo on 
the piano and Grace Lavin and Riley Joseph prepared a duet on their descant 
recorders. Well done to the musicians for being ready to perform so early in the 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
A picture is worth a 
thousand words! Last 
Friday ended on a 
high note with a 
yummy treat of Pizza 
and Chocolate Ice 
cream cones at 
Oakwood.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

DELICIOUS TREATS AT OAKWOOD! 



 
The Grade 7s have been busy with their visual journals they were given at the beginning of the term. 
This journal is there for them to explore their creativity and they are required to complete a new piece 
every week, using any media of their choice. I have been really impressed with what they have 
produced and delighted to see them using their 
visual journals in such a way that I can recognise 
their growing creative skills. The Grade 7s started 
on their main project for the term. They were 
taught new drawing techniques, such as cross 
hatching and stippling. They have taken these 
skills and drawing pen circle drawings. They were 
encouraged to pick a theme and let it run through 
the 3 circles they have to draw. 

 

  

 
The Grade 6s explored the skill of still life drawings over the past 2 weeks. We discussed the art 
elements of value and texture. They were taught new drawing techniques in order to represent those 
elements in their art works. Each learner was given a plant to draw. They were encouraged to notice 
where the light and shadows were and told to interpret that into their drawings. They sat really 
peacefully and put their full effort into creating the loveliest drawings using the new skills learnt. 
 

   

VISUAL JOURNALS 

STILL LIFE DRAWINGS 



 
Fridays are dedicated to exploring problem solving and learning about different strategies to solving 
different mathematical and logical problems. This week, we worked in groups to collaborate and learn 
from each other. 
 

  
 

  
 

  

PROBLEM-SOLVING 



 
Senior Cricket: This week saw the start of our Senior Cricket Matches. The boys and girls have been 
practicing hard and showed great spirit and determination this week. The season is looking very 
positive. The results are as follows: 

 

Team Opposition Result Player of the Match 

U11C De Hoop Lost by 9 wickets  

U11B Methodist Lost by 132 runs Paul Jacobs 2-33 (4 overs), James Moss 

U11A Somerset College Lost by 23 runs Nathan Sloane 8 runs, Chris Havinga 1-7 (3 overs) 

2ndXI Methodist Lost by 7 wickets Ciaran Saunders 1 wicket 

1stXI Somerset College Math Tied Sayurin Govender 4-16 (4.2 overs) 
 

  
 

Mini – Cricket 

Team Opposition Result Player of the Match 

Boys U7 De Hoop Lost by 26 runs Curtis Steenkamp, Thomas Nutman 

Boys U7 De Hoop Lost by 33 runs Ryan Kinkead-Weekes, Jackson Gilbey 

Boys U8 De Hoop Lost by 9 runs Rio-Kelly Trent, Daniel Beck 

Boys U9 De Hoop Lost by 31 runs  

Boys U9 De Hoop Lost by 21 runs   

 
The Grade 6 boys were awarded their first team 
cricket caps as an induction into the Prep 1st XI. 
Congratulations to Alexander Coetzee, Jonathan 
Coolen, Liam Hughes and Andrew McMeeking. 
What a proud moment! 
 
 
 
 
 

     

CRICKET 



 
The Grade 3s were taught about the art element value this week. We then went outside and explored 
our beautiful grounds by drawing different parts of our school. They were encouraged to look at the 
light and shadows of the subject matter. I was very impressed with their interpretation of this and how 
they understood the techniques to be able to show value in their drawings. We had a lovely time outside 
and the learners enjoyed being creative outside. 
 

    
 

  
 

   
 

    

THE ART ELEMENT OF VALUE 



 
Hoe goed ken jy jou leestekens en skryftekens? Die graad 7’s het hul taalkennis speel-speel toegepas. 
Dankie tog Juf. Pretorius se vlieëplakke is darem nog heel! 
 

  
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

MERKE…. GEREED… SLAAN! 



 
Our boys swam in their first inter-school gala of the year on Monday afternoon when they participated 
in the Boys Relay Gala at Beaumont Primary.  Participating schools included Beaumont, De Hoop, 
Rhenish, Somerset College and Somerset House.   
 
Congratulations to our Boys U11 team of Christopher Havinga, Ryder 
Mitchell, Liam Allwood and Ben Hingeston who won the Freestyle and 
Breaststroke Relays.  Special congrats to our U7 boys who swam in their 
first gala.  The final points were as follows: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SCHOOLS PTS 

Beaumont 125 

De Hoop 121 

Rhenish 92 

Somerset House 85 

Somerset College 66 

BOYS’ RELAY GALA 



 
On Wednesday afternoon, it was our girls turn to enjoy the excitement of a relay gala.  We hosted 
Beaumont, Bridge House, De Hoop, Rhenish and Somerset College.  Congratulations to our Girls U7 
Breaststroke Team:  Caydi Terheijden, Milah Biezanek, Juliet Mead and Alexis Stander who won their 
first inter-schools breaststroke event.   
 
Well done too to our Girls U12 who swam beautifully with Nia O’Carroll, 
Cassidy Scrace, Adrian Johnson and Alison Cruickshank winning the 
Butterfly Relay. Somerset House also swam a beautiful ladder relay 
finishing this exciting event in 2nd position.  The overall places were as 
follows: 

 
 

   
 

  
 

    
 

     

SCHOOLS PTS 

De Hoop 127 

Beaumont 120 

Somerset House 80 

Somerset College 67 

Rhenish 55 

Bridge House 31 

GIRLS’ RELAY GALA 



 
The Junior Prep were taught about the importance of bees and how they are necessary for our survival. 
We discussed their appearance, colours and textures. The pupils then took this information and created 
their own beautiful bees. We then made a display out of it and were shown how together as a 
community we can raise awareness. The display is in the JP corridor and the children are very proud 
to see their bees being displayed. 
 

  
 

 
The children had loads of fun creating their 
friendship quilts and hearts last week while 
practicing their tearing and pasting skills. It was a 
busy and exciting class, their listening skills were put 
to the test. They were all very excited to have their 
hands painted to make hand prints. After an 
energizing class they cleaned up beautifully after 
themselves and were proud of what they had 
produced. 
 
 

 

     
 

    
 

BEES 

GRADE  1 AND 2 ART 

 



 
The Grade 4s have been learning about evidence and 
sources in History this term. They were all asked to bring 
a historical source to show the class and they did their first 
informal oral presentations. They all did a fabulous job and 
some fascinating items were shown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

    

EVIDENCE & SOURCES 



 
The Grade 3s experimented with shapes in our 
environment. It was wonderful to see the investment in the 
children as they sought to find various shapes around 
them, document and then name them. This will become a 
collaborative project where they develop a power point 
about shapes and how they feature in the world. Having 
Maths remain concrete for as long as possible is key in 
developing a foundational understanding. The Grade 3s 
are learning vertical addition, but are starting concretely. 
Soon they will be Math genius’ when it comes to addition 
and subtraction. 
 
Valentines day was a day of love and friendship. The 
children had to follow a step by step video, relying on their 
auditory and visual strengths to successfully complete a 
valentines day card. These  were then shared amongst 
friends, acknowledging that valentines day is about 

friendship too. As part of our card making, the words “you’re one in a melon” was used when drawing 
the watermelon on the card. This led to an incidental discussion around puns and the children 
thoroughly enjoyed the play on language and came up with many of their own puns. 
 

      
 

  

GRADE 3 – LEARNING IS FUN! 



 
The Junior Prep children enjoyed spreading the love on Valentine’s Day. Some of our children enjoy 
having a creative outlet at break times and created cards and bookmarks for their friends and loved 
ones in the JP Knowledge Centre. Art and craft activities engage children and nurture their creativity. 
It also helps with their physical and social development in a number of ways. 
 

     
 

 
Music Theory is an important part of a music student’s 
learning experience. It assists in their reading and 
interpreting of sheet music as they learn about rhythm, pitch 
and other related concepts. Everyone from Beginner Music 
Theory to Grade 3 Music Theory are ready to take on the 
challenge. 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

   

JUNIOR PREP KNOWLEDGE CENTRE 

MUSIC THEORY CLASSES 



 
The Grades 1s spent time working together to write computations and calculate the answers. This 
activity kept the Grade 1s busy and focused! 
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

  

BUSY AND FOCUSED GRADE 1 PUPILS! 



 
We are just loving the opportunities that the new Mathletics program offers us. Some of us are working 
on odd and even numbers. Jude Mohamed came to me during our maths lessons and shared that she 
had just discovered that the number sequence 387 was an odd number, even number and odd number 
again. It is fantastic when we see results in what we are doing. Well done, Jude! 
 

   
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

MATHLETICS 



 
We have come to the end of our Indoor Hockey Round-Robin matches.  The playoff matches, semi’s 
and finals will take place next Monday afternoon / evening.  The results from Monday’s matches are 
as follows:   

• Gr 6 Girls vs Hendrik Louw  Won 4 - 0 

• Gr 7 Girls vs Rhenish  Lost 5 - 2 

• Gr 6 Boys vs Lochnerhof  Won 4 - 0 

• Gr 7 Boys vs SWPS   Lost 1 - 0 
 
Congratulations to our Gr 6 Girls, Gr 6 Boys and our Gr 7 Boys who have all qualified for the semi-
finals.  Our Gr 7 girls will play off for 5th & 6th position on Monday.  Please see the week ahead or Ed 
Admin portal for all the match times.  We wish all our teams the very best of luck! 
 

 
Dit is nie elke dag wat ‘n mens “Simon Says” in Afrikaans kan speel nie! Simon Wiehahn het die Graad 
5’s gehelp om hul werkwoorde te leer.  Dankie, Simon! 
 

 
 

 
  

INDOOR HOCKEY 

THE REAL McCOY! 

Simon 
sê… 

 

Sit! Borsel! 


