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In celebration of the late, 
great Dr. Seuss, the 
Oakwood family celebrated 
his huge contribution to 
children’s literature with a 
wacky hair / hat day. Dr 
Seuss was born in 
Massachusetts in 1904 and 
throughout his career he 
wrote over 60 books under 
the pen name, Dr Seuss. 
These stories have been 
enjoyed all over the world 
and in many different 
languages. Dr Seuss was 
also an illustrator, a political 
cartoonist, a poet, an 
animator, and a filmmaker. 
His books were read by our 
grandparents, our parents, by ourselves and now by our 
children. Books like ‘Cat in The Hat’ encourage children to 
rhyme and to have an openminded and creative outlook to the 
use of words. We loved seeing the children walking into Oakwood with their amazing hairstyles and 
hats! Mrs Kock also had the wonderful opportunity of reading ‘Wacky Wednesday ‘by Dr. Seuss to all 
the Oakwood children. How fitting that our Wacky Wednesday landed on an actual Wednesday! Thank 
you to all the parents for their support and all the effort they made to make this day a special one! 
 

   

DR SEUSS CELEBRATION IN OAKWOOD 



    
 

  
 

   
 

     
 

     
 



 
How creative were the Grade 1s on Wacky Hair / Hat Day?  
 

    
 

Our Grade 2s loved Dr Seuss day! The creative hairstyles and colours brightened our day! They read 
the Cat the Hat and discussed rhyming words! 
 

   
 

The Grade 4s really got into the spirit of funky hair and hat day! 
 

        
 

The Grade 5s had a fun day celebrating Dr Seuss and reminiscing 
about the stories that they all so enjoyed as young children.  
 
They found out a bit more about the famous author and wrote words 
using the letters in his full name: Dr Theodor Seuss Geisel. After 
listening to some of his work and discussing his use of rhyme, they 
were given the opportunity to be creative and produce their own 
sentences including rhyme and the occasional made up word. 
 

 

  

DR SEUSS CELEBRATION IN THE PREP SCHOOL 



    
 

     
 

Ms Court and Mrs Mendes felt these two girls deserved a prize: 

• Best hair in Grade 7 - Alexis Cole 

• Best hair in Grade 6 - Yara Rhoda 
 

  
  



 
We enjoyed a very exciting Zonal Gala on Wednesday 23rd February.  Our swimmers were simply 
amazing and we are so proud of their efforts.  Participating schools included Beaumont, De Hoop, 
Generations, Somerset College, Somerset House and Somerset West Primary School.  Each school 
could enter one swimmer per event and we were delighted with our results.   
We received 15 1st Places, 15 2nd Places and 23 3rd 
Places.  These amazing results ensured that we 
ended up in 3rd spot overall, a mere 40 points behind 
De Hoop.  Congratulations to our entire team as well 
as coaches. We received many compliments for both 
our swimmers’ behaviour and performances on the 
day.  The overall points on the day were as follows: 
 

 

    
 

     
 

     
 

   

HELDERBERG ZONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

1st Beaumont  466 

2nd De Hoop 442 

3rd Somerset House 402 

4th Somerset College 370 

5th Generations 115 

6th SWPS 69 

HELDERBERG ZONAL GALA 



 
On a slightly overcast Tuesday, we had some beautiful performances from 
the Music Department. There was a pop song (I’m still standing) and a funny 
classical piece (The Croc that Swallowed the Clock) on piano with a moderate 
jazzy saxophone solo (Rosie) to brighten the day. Well done to all performers! 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
The Grade 2s have started playing their long awaited recorders 
during Class Music! They thoroughly enjoyed learning how to 
hold a recorder properly and how to produce the right sound. 
Learning to play the recorder is also a great tool to teach basic 
note reading during Class Music lessons. 
 
 

 

  
 

  

TUESDAY MORNING LIVE 

GRADE 2 CLASS MUSIC! 



 
On Friday afternoon, Somerset College hosted an exciting 
afternoon of collaboration between Macassar Primary, Bridge 
House, Applewood Primary and Somerset House. One 
representative from each school was placed into a group where 
they were required to provide solutions to different types of 
activities testing their problem-solving skills.   
 
Much doing, talking, reflecting, discussing, observing, 
investigating, listening, and reasoning took place. Well done to 
our girls and boys who represented Somerset House well. 
 

 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   

MATHS COLLABORATION 



 
The Grade 4s did their first formal oral presentation this week and they got to learn more about each 
other! They all put in a great deal of effort and did so well. 
 

     
 

 
Congratulations to Ava-Loren van Galen (Grade 7) who participated in her first XTera Event last 
weekend in Grabouw.  Participants had to carry out a 200m swim, 10 Km cycle and a 3 Km run.  Ava-
Loren competed in the 12-14 age group category and came 5th overall and was the first girl home in 
this division.  A fantastic achievement, congratulations Ava!   
 

 

GRADE 4 ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

XCROSS CHALLENGE 



 
Grade 3J have been working on extending their language skills 
by using applicable adjectives in their writing.  With inspiration 
from magazine pictures, they were challenged with identifying the 
noun and choosing adjectives in their sentence structure. The 
concept of money seems to be a puzzle to the children. With 
society using cashless payment options children are not used to 
handling money, especially a coins. The Grade 3s enjoyed 
investigating a variety of copper coins; including the dates, 

pictures and values.  
What fun it was 
adding the coins, 
determining who had 
the most and who had 
the least, and how we 
could use various 
combinations of coins 
to make a similar 
amount. Exposing the 
children to real world 
money problems brought about much discussion around 
how the world has changed and how technology is affecting 
the use of actual money, and that most people nowadays 
choose to use alternatives to carrying cash. Some children 
thought it was a good thing while others disagreed. 
 

 

     
 

   

NEWS FROM GRADE 3 JONES 



 
The Grade 2s took a space adventure into Story Planning! After some guidance 
and inspiration the children were set to task to plan their own space story.  
 
We are thrilled by the ideas and beautiful rockets that made their way into the 
work books! 
 
 
 

       
 

    
 

    
 

     
 

    

GRADE 2 STORY-PLANNING 



 
The Grade 000s have continued to enjoy learning about their 
5 senses and have focused on taste and smell this week.  The 
little Bees have just loved playing in the dramatic play area 
which has been turned into a mini kitchen.  Pretend-play is 
very important for children's development and learning. Lots 
of stirring, rolling, measuring and cracking of eggs are just a 
few of the kitchen 
tasks that allow 
young children to 
develop their fine 
motor and hand-
eye co-ordination 

skills. The highlight was definitely discovering the toaster 
and microwave flash and make sounds when used! 
 
Benefits of Dramatic Play for Young Children 

• Developing social interaction skills.  

• Relieving emotional tension and stress.  

• Developing language and communication skills.  

• Understanding symbolism, building ingenuity.  

• Taking control, feeling empowered.  

• Recognising what is real and what is fantasy. 
 

 

    
 

    
 

     
 

DRAMATIC PLAY SENSES 



 
Congratulations to the following pupils who participated in the Junior Prep Online Assembly: 
 

      
 

Eireann Kruger 
in Grade 2A 
performed 
Runaway 
Rabbit. 

 

Emily van 
Schalkwyk in 

Grade 3J 
performed The 

I Like Song. 
 

Ethan Mehtar 
in Grade 3B 
performed 
Copy Cat. 

 

Joanna 
Nyawata in 
Grade 2A 
performed 

Petite Minuet. 
 

Lia Parenzee 
in Grade 1KH 

performed 
Old 

McDonald 
had a Song. 

Nhloso 
Mpofu in 

Grade 1SH 
performed I 

Hear the 
Echo. 

 

 
To launch a new unit into the wonderfully diverse world of Animals, the Grade 4s decided on an animal 
and then researched this animal in order to fill in a challenge card. From a small lemming all the way 
to a massive blue whale, the animal kingdom was well represented. Once the Grade 4s had completed 
their challenge cards, they were able to challenge their peers to see which animal trumped others 
according to certain structural differences and adaptations. They were so engaged in the activity and 
it was a wonderful week filled with learning! (Please note the pictures were taken on crazy hair / crazy 
hat day and this is not normal Somerset House attire!) 
 

   
 

    
 

    

JUNIOR MUSICIANS 

THE DIVERSE WORLD OF ANIMALS 



 
Last Friday afternoon the Grade 7s welcomed their parents 
to the Sustainable Garden for an afternoon of hard work. 
Trees were planted, planter boxes filled, succulents added to 
the vertical gutters and wood chips scattered. It was 
wonderful to see the parents getting dirty, and many hands 
made light work of the tasks that needed to be completed.  
 
The afternoon culminated in a relaxed braai which was 
enjoyed by all! 
 
 
 

 

      
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

      

FAMILY FUN IN THE SUSTAINABLE GARDEN 



 
This week the mice classes focused on the letter sound, ‘n’ and the topic of ‘Pets’. The children 
participated in many different phonics activities to help them engage with and learn this new sound. 
They played Bingo, practised the formation with chalk on the carpets, and looked for the letter around 
the classroom. The Grade 00 children are thoroughly enjoying their phonics lessons in class, singing 
and dancing along to our Letterland and Jolly Phonics songs and listening carefully to the Letterland 
and Jolly Phonics stories.  
 
The children were encouraged to bring a picture of their pets to school for ‘Show and Tell’ or something 
that begins with the letter sound, ‘n’. The classes were treated with noodles, nail cream and narwhals. 
We also had an exciting visit from a pet rat named, Snuffles. It was a great opportunity for the children 
to learn about this type of pet, asking questions such as, ‘how do we care for a pet?’, ‘why do we have 
pets?’ and ‘what do pets do for us?’. ‘Show and Tell’ helps our children to practise their speaking and 
listening skills, as well as how to begin asking good questions.  
 
One of the Dormice children initiated an activity in the mice classes this week. He had suggested that 
we make our own pet rocks…so, we did! The children loved this creative activity, creating and naming 
their own pet rock and then making them a bed/home to sleep in. The children used cardboard boxes, 
fabric, craft glue, googly eyes and felt tip markers. 
 

      
 

     
 

     
 

    

PETS! 



 
There is no better way to learn than by 
doing! Whilst learning to identify and 
pronounce the letter ‘n’ sound this 
week, Grade R spent time during their 
creative routine creating a nest with 
newspaper. Many skills were involved 
with this activity as the children had to 
thread wool through holes, after tearing 
and sticking newspaper strips onto 
their paper plate. To create a branch for 

the nests, the children loved painting their own hand and arm to make a 
branch print! This certainly fed our sensory development too! Cutting and 
creating a bird prodded our fine motor co-ordination and assembling it all 
together developed our motor planning.  We brought the letter ‘n’ into 
Maths as we counted eggs in a nest to make our own counting book, and in small groups, the children 
thoroughly enjoyed playing sound BINGO, where they had to listen for and identify the ‘n’ on their 
BINGO boards.  
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      

NNNNNNNNNN….. NICE WORK GRADE RS! 



 
 
Senior Cricket 
 

Team Opposition Result Player of the Match 

U11 B De Hoop Lost by 90 runs Harry Downing, Nicolas Coolen 

2nd  XI De Hoop Lost by 188 runs Dominic Barnard 

 
Mini – Cricket 

Team Opposition Result Player of the Match 

Boys U7 Lochnerhof Won by 14 runs Jack Dawson, Jack Bind 

Boys U7 Lochnerhof Won by 10 runs Othniel Plaatjies, Oliver King, Max Basson 

Boys U8 Lochnerhof Lost by 29 runs Leo van Galen, Marcus Vonbun 

Boys U8 Lochnerhof Lost by 10 runs Aiden Harpur, Theo Erasmus 

Boys U9 Lochnerhof   

Boys U9 Lochnerhof   

 
SH U9 Eagles vs Lochnerhof 
Our boys took on Lochnerhof on the Webb Field at Somerset House. We fielded first and boys bowled 
well, restricted our opposition to 46 for 3 wickets bowled out.  
 
The pick of the bowlers was Corey Wessels with 1 wicket and 9 runs. We batted and faced our 6 balls. 
When our last two batsmen faced the crease, we needed 10 runs. They fought hard but lost some 
wickets towards the end.  
 
The match was all even up on 46 runs, with Harry Ryder top batsmen for the day. 
 

     
 

       
 

       
 
 

CRICKET 



Mini-Cricket Festival 
On Saturday we hosted our 
Mini-Cricket Festival. A big 
thank you to Rhenish, 
Somerset West Primary, 
Reddam Durbanville and 
Generations for coming 
through to enjoy the day with 
us. We had three U7 teams, 
two U8 teams and two U9 
teams. The objective of the 
day was to give our children 
exposure to the game and to 
have fun. These objectives 
were obtained.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

   
 

   
 

 



 
Four of our athletes qualified for the Helderberg Zonal Team and participated in the Metropole East 
Trials last Friday 26th February and we are delighted that all 4 of them have made the team and were 
invited to participate at the WP Trials on Thursday 3rd March.  Congratulations to the following athletes: 
    

         Helderberg Trials      Met. East Trials 
 
Boys U10 Skyler October  Long Jump  1st   2nd  
Girls U12 Mikyla Jordaan  Shotput  1st    1st  
Girls U13 Isabella Herbertson  1500m  2nd     4th  
Girls U13 Gillian Rank   Shotput  1st    1st  
      Javelin  1st    1st  

 

  
 

   
 

  

METROPOLE ATHLETICS TRIALS 



 
Thanks to all our pupils and staff for their assistance 
in carrying out our bi-annual PE assessments.  The 
following tests were carried out: 

 

• The Beep Test (Level recorded at which 
athlete falls behind the Beeps) 

• The Illinois Test  (Time recorded to complete 
the course) 

• Quad Strength Test (Best of 2 Jumps 
recorded) 

• Situps Test  (Total recorded in 30 seconds) 

• Planking Test (Time recorded for duration of 
planking position) 

 
We were pleasantly surprised with some of the 
results achieved, despite the lack of competitive 
activities over the past two years.  The highlight of 
the assessment has to be Layla October’s planking 
effort of just over 50 minutes, yes 50 minutes!  WOW, 
this is awesome, congrats Layla!  We invite all 
families, including parents to give this challenge a go. 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

PHYS ED ASSESSMENTS 



 
Die Graad 5’s het hierdie week hoog en laag in die Afrikaans klas gesoek na die maande van die jaar 
en die dae van die week wat stilletjies in die Afrikaans klas weggekruip het! Daarna moes hulle dit in 
die korrekte “volgorde” op die bord plak. Dit was ‘n goeie spanpoging, wel gedaan Graad 5’s! 
 

   
 

   
 

 
Jackson found a chameleon in the grass and Anthonij, who has a real love for nature, was happy to 
parade the gorgeous creature around before placing him back safe and sound in a shrub. We are 
surrounded by nature and are very blessed with the learning that comes from our beautiful environment.   
 

   

GRAAD 5 SKATTEJAG! 

SPOTTED! 



 
Mrs Jones snuck into a Grade 3 class music lesson to take pictures of the budding musicians making 
beautiful music together. The Grade 3s are learning to read music and play recorder as part of their 
class music offering and what a treat it is! 
 

   
 

 
All pupils are encouraged to try some of Huelin 
Cottage’s brain teasers and post their answer, name 
and grade into the bag. A fidget toy prize will be 
delivered to the first correct answers drawn every 

Monday at 9am. New challenges every week! 

 
 
 
 

 
Spotted on Campus – a little before-school cricket 
session! It was Miss Mac’s turn to be on duty 
supervising pupils on the Webb Field before school, 
and what is a better way to pass the time than a little 
impromptu game of cricket! Thanks, Miss Mac, for 
sharing your love of sport with the pupils every 
chance you get! 

 

 

GRADE 3 CLASS MUSIC 

LEARNING SUPPORT  BRAIN TEASERS! 

 
 

SPOTTED 



 
Wow! We are just blown away by the general knowledge that this group of Grade 3s has. Each Friday 
they take some time to learn something new. They have spoken about the Ukraine, Germany, the 
depth of the Ocean – the deepest part being the Challenger Deep, whirl pools, Tornados and rain 
bombs – the most recent one taking place just this last week in Northern Australia. During our General 
Knowledge Fridays, they got talking about Kites as they were learning about shapes. A few children 
shared that they had never flown a kite before, so we decided to make our own ‘up-cycled’ kites. They 
needed old plastic bags, twigs, and some string – and of course the wind. The children had the most 
fun and the laughing and smiles were certainly contagious. We hope you enjoy our photos and sharing 
in the delight that we did! 
 

      
 

    
 

   
 

  

GRADE 3 BAINES 


