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Somerset House formed part of the global community by celebrating 
International Day of Mathematics on 14 March 2022, alternatively 
known as Pi Day. Grade 2 to 7 pupils worked collaboratively in their 
Family Groups living out the 2022 theme: Mathematics Unites! The 
day consisted of collaborative activities like a Team Kahoot and a 
Tower of Power Challenge, where groups had to build the tallest tower 
using marshmallows and spaghetti!  We were honoured and fortunate 
to have a live stream with the Global Imagination Officer of Living 
Maths, Mr Steve Sherman, who inspired us with his great problem-

solving skills.  Past pupil, Thomas Crossley, also sent us a clip from his home in Cyprus, Greece, 
describing his Speedcubing journey after being entertained by our very own Speedcubers! Well done 
to all pupils for the great sportsmanship demonstrated throughout all activities. 
 

   
 

  
 

    

MATHS DAY IN THE PREP SCHOOL 



   
 

    
 

  
 

 



 
It was a wonderful opportunity for the Grade R children to be able to join the Grade 1’s for Maths Day.  
Children were selected to form part of a pattern and it was up to them to identify the pattern and to 
extend on it. They were then put into groups where they formed their own patterns, selecting from a 
wide variety of objects. They embraced the task with enthusiasm and formed many kinds of patterns. 
The challenge continued as they had to swop with a peer and continue their pattern. The groups 
enjoyed rotating outside where they found items in nature to form patterns. Well done Grade Rs and 
Grade 1s! It was lovely to see how you embraced your Maths tasks with positivity. 
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

  
 

   

MATHS DAY FOR GRADE R AND 1 



 
Last Monday, all the Maths teachers at Somerset House (Grade 000 – 7) gathered together for a 
workshop offered by the 3 HOD’s. The objectives for the workshop were to look at and discuss the 
following: 
 

1. Maths Curriculum at SH 

2. Our unique approach to teaching and learning  

3. Considering our IT integration and sharing our platforms 

4. Differentiation across the school 

5. Connecting with the world  

There was much discussion and passion shared as the teachers collaborated on tasks and in 
discussions. Learning across the phases was valuable as some of the elements of Maths are relevant 
no matter the age of the child, for example:  
 

• PLAYING AND EXPLORING  
Children investigate and experience 
 

• ACTIVE LEARNING  
Children concentrate and keep on trying 
 

• CREATING AND THINKING CRITICALLY 
Children have and develop own ideas, making links and developing strategies. 

 
The 5 principles to developing Maths thinking were shared and discussed: 
 

 
 

We are privileged to have a skilled, highly effective and passionate team of teachers who love teaching 
Maths. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Jones and Mrs Kock for their input and hard work in putting together this workshop, 
and to our energetic and dynamic staff for their valuable contributions. 
 

Mrs Mendes 
 
 
 

MATHS WORKSHOP 



 
Laughter and squeals were overheard coming from the dining room each morning when the JP children 
got their first glimpse of the display of the ‘Meal of the day’! We enjoyed Locust and Lizard Pies, 
Spiderlegs and Snakeskin Pizza Combos, and last but not least, Flapjacks made from Batwings and 
served with Sliced Crocodile. Dessert included Membrane Mousse and Mudwafers. It’s so much fun 
when the Seniors are away. 
 

    
 

    
 

 
A number of our pupils have qualified for National Level Swimming Galas, as well as the Nipper 
Nationals. Ava-Lorén van Galen also qualified for the SA Schools Championship Gala; only 4 
swimmers from the Western Cape have qualified to swim in this event, congratulations Ava!  These 
events take place over the next 2 weeks and we would like to wish the following pupils the best of luck: 
 
NATIONAL LEVEL GALAS: 
Chris Havinga Level 3 George  Fri 18th – Sun 20th March 
Nia O’Carroll  Level 3 George  Fri 18th – Sun 20th March 
Jonty Coolen  Level 3 George  Fri 18th – Sun 20th March 
Liam Allwood  Level 2 Malmesbury  Tues 22nd – Thurs 24th March 
Rijk van Galen Level 2 Malmesbury  Tues 22nd – Thurs 24th March 
 
NIPPER NATIONALS: 
Nicolas Coolen   Port Elizabeth Mon 21st – Wed 23rd March 
Chris Havinga   Port Elizabeth Mon 21st – Wed 23rd March 
Ben Hingeston   Port Elizabeth Mon 21st – Wed 23rd March 
Tristan van Rensburg  Port Elizabeth Mon 21st – Wed 23rd March 
Jonty Coolen    Port Elizabeth Mon 21st – Wed 23rd March 
Jana Ochsenbein   Port Elizabeth Mon 21st – Wed 23rd March 
 
SA SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIP GALA 
Ava-Lorén van Galen  Johannesburg Fri 25th – Sun 27th March  
 
SA REGIONAL JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP GALA 
Ava-Lorén van Galen  George  Mon 28th March – Sat 2nd April  

DESPICABLE LUNCHES!  

GOOD LUCK SH SWIMMERS! 



 
Our Grade 4s have had an exciting time at Rocklands in Simon's Town. Loads of fun team-building 
activities included water olympics,  blind folded team games, charades, soccer, fashion shows and 
much more!! The children have had a marvelous time and will be returning exhausted. 
 

     
 

      
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

    

GRADE 4 CAMP IN SIMONS TOWN 



     
 

   
 

  
 

    
 

       



 
Day 1 of camp kicked off to a great start. 
The children were welcomed by an 
amazing group of facilitators who got 
them straight into some ice breakers 
and team work activities. Each group 
came up with a team name and three 
values which they incorporated into an 
original war cry. After that, they did the 
mini olympics where their collaboration 
and problem-solving skills were put to 
the test. The water drum relay came 
next, which proved to be a tough 
challenge. They had to race over a 
muddy surface to collect water using a 
container with holes in it to fill their drum. 
The day ended with a night trail and 
some time to reflect on the things that 
they are grateful for in their lives. This 
helped some face their fear of the dark 
and enjoy the sounds of nature at night. 
All-in-all, it was a great day full of 
excitement for the Grade 5s. 
 
Day 2 of camp started with wake up and 
shake up which got the kids warmed up 
for the busy day of activities. After 
breakfast they got a chance to explore 
the Wortelgat farm in an Amazing Race 
challenge where their map work skills 
came in handy. They then participated 
in the chaos theory game where they had to listen very carefully to their teams voices as they guided 
them while blindfolded. The fun and excitement didn’t end there. The afternoon activities involved 
kayaking, wall climbing, solving a Chinese puzzle and getting their team through a spider web. They 
ended the day with songs and funny stories around the campfire. 
 

     
 

   

GRADE 5 CAMP TO WORTELGAT 



    
 

     
 

     
 

    
 

   
 

    



 
There was lots of excitement as the Grade 6s 
boarded the bus for Bonamanzi Camp near 
Worcester. We were greeted by our fantastic 
leaders Wendy, Odwa and Nota and started with 
ice breaker activities soon after our arrival. Our 
days were full of swimming, noodle hockey, 
Alaskan football, obstacle courses, group 
challenges, reflection time and scavenger hunts. 
In the evenings we had a fabulous fashion show 
with a twist and a Minute-To-Win-It competition, 
all polished off with delicious hot chocolate! Such 
a special time to get to know our friends better, 
work as part of a team, learn to live out our school 
values and develop a little bit of grit along the way 
too! 

 

    
 

  
 

  

GRADE 6 CAMP! 



    
 

 
 

     
 

   
 

   



 
The Matroosberg is a magical part of the Western Cape 
and it is a perfect venue for the Grade 7s to bond and build 
on new and old friendships. The activities on offer 
challenge the children both physically and mentally and 
with zero distractions from the outside world, it offers 
everyone the opportunity to reflect on how fortunate we all 
are. We were gifted with a with full moon which allowed for 
a night hike and stalk the lantern. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

    
 

   
 

    

GRADE 7 CAMP TO MATROOSBERG 



     
 

    
 

     
 

    
 

    
 

   



 
This week there was so much fun to be had! We have started our big research project on the human 
organs, and we are typing out our amazing stories that we spent a lot of time writing in class. We even 
got a chance to ride our bikes around the school, take a dip in the pool, and have fun in different spaces 
around the school. Can we do this every week? 
 

      
 

  
 

     
 

    
 

     
 

    

GRADE 3 



 
The Grade 5s have been exploring the World Heritage Sites that are found in South Africa. They 
conducted research to find out the importance of each site and where they are in the country. They 
then divided into groups where they brought all their information together and plotted the sites on a 
map of their own. They created fact boxes which were attached to each site to explain why it is 
recognised as a World Heritage Site. The Grade 5’s worked hard and produced some impressive final 
products. 
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

  

SOUTH AFRICA’S HERITAGE SITES 



 
The little  Bees (Grade 000) have really been working very hard at 
developing and strengthening  their fine  motor skills.  They have enjoyed 
using tweezers, threading beads, tearing and sticking little pieces of paper, 
sorting colourful stones, stacking cups and of course not forgetting balancing 
the robots together. 
 
Why are fine motor skills so important? 
Fine motor skills help children perform important tasks such as feeding 
themselves, grasping objects, and writing. The ability to accomplish self-care 
and everyday tasks by using fine motor skills helps a child's self-esteem and 
confidence grow. 
 
 

 

    
 

    
 

    

FINE MOTOR SKILLS 



 
Our Grade 2s enjoyed learning 
about space this term. They 
ended the theme on a high note 
this week with a Space 
Adventure! On Wednesday a 
team from NASA (use your 
imagination please) spent the 
day teaching our space 
candidates about the skills needed to become an astronaut. By 
the end of the day, and after a gruelling fitness test, the candidates 
completed their own astronaut applications. On Friday they 
encountered a space invasion with astronauts, aliens, solar 
systems and planets. We were delighted by all the imagination 
and effort that went into creating the outfits for our dress up day. 
Well Done Grade 2s! We are very proud of you! 
 

 

     
 

     
 

      
 

       
 

        

GRADE 2 – TO INFINITY AND BEYOND! 



 
During the course of the year the 
Grade 1s are asked to analyse data 
that has been gathered to look for 
patterns and make conclusions 
according to what they have found. 
This week they explored data 
handling, for the first time, by 
recording the number of cars passing 
on Mountain road. On returning to 
class we discussed what they had 
recorded. They found that white was 
the most popular colour car and silver 
came in second. They noted that had 
not seen any pink, purple or yellow 
cars. 
 
 

 
 

  
 

ANALYSING DATA 



 
The Grade 3s are making great progress with 
their recorders during class music. They can 
already play a number of simple songs with 
backing tracks and they are really enjoying 
learning to play the recorder. Apart from 
learning how to play the recorder this term, the 
Grade 3s have also been composing their own 
class rap song with an anti-bullying theme. 

 

 
 

   
 

 

GRADE 3 CLASS MUSIC 



 
Grade 5 followed the Design Process to design, make and evaluate a model of a 
vertebrate skeleton. This activity consolidated their learning about skeletons in 
NS, and Frame structures in Technology.  
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

     
 

     
 

 
We managed to catch up with our Grade 1s 
this week to put them through their sit-up, 
push-up and planking skills. We were blown 
away by some of their performances.  Special 
mention must be made of Max Basson who 
managed to plank for an amazing time of 12 
minutes and 21 seconds.  Then along came 
the girls, and Isla Hardcastle persevered 
through the pain to set a new Grade 1 record 
of 24min and 21 seconds.  Wow, what 
awesome achievements!  Well done to Max 
and Isla! 
 

VERTEBRATE SKELETON 

PE ASSESSMENTS 



 

 
Mini Musicians has become one of my favourite lessons. We have lots of fun learning about music and 
developing musical skills. In each lesson we take time to to listen, to read music, to feel a steady beat, 
clap rhythms, compose songs, sing and also learn piano skills. Each  30-minute lesson is jam-packed 
with laughs and learning. (Mr Diesel) 
 

    
 

  

 
On Saturday 15th of March, for 
my Leadership Programme, 
Physical Challenge I swam 10km 
in just under 4 hours. I swam 
forty laps (1km) in each set and 
repeated that ten times(10km). 
Thinking my pace would be too 
slow, I planned to finish after ten 
hours but the first round I swam 
took me twenty minutes. My 
average pace ended up being 
2km/h resulting in me cutting my 
planned time by six hours. The 
most difficult part was 
surprisingly not the swimming 
but counting to forty correctly 
each time, as I took a break after 
every forty lengths. I am glad I 
chose to swim this event solo. I’d 
like to say a huge thank you to Mr Bloem and Mr Huggett for letting me use the SH swimming pool and 
to my mom for supporting me throughout the challenge. I really did enjoy swimming and I would love 
to swim again soon. (Kiana Staples, Grade 7) 

MINI MUSICIANS 

SWIMMING MARATHON 



 
This week the Grade 00s learned about five of their senses, namely: sight, 
hearing, taste, touch, and smell. This is always an exciting topic to inquire 
into with four- to five-year-olds! We used our senses to explore every 
aspect of our day including our literacy and numeracy for the week, which 
has been mostly revision, making sure that we consolidate everything we 
have learned this term. We used our fingers and sense of touch to create 
an autumn picture, celebrating the change of season. We also used our 
hands to trace pictures and strengthen our fingers in preparation for all the 
writing we will do in Grade R and the Junior Primary. We lost our sense of 
sight and had to rely on our sense of touch to identify the shape of numbers 
and letters. The children also focused on developing their vocabulary by 
describing objects that they could only feel, but not see. The children had 
a lot of fun waiting for the big reveal, were their friends right? Was it a car? 
The children were spoiled with rich learning opportunities from their 

classmates this week. For ‘Show and Tell’, they brought in things to see, taste, touch, smell and hear! 
From sour lemons and oregano to textured books and scented pens, we had the chance to learn so 
much from our friends. We also discussed how our senses help us to experience the world and keep 
us safe. A highlight for the Grade 00 teachers was hearing the children discussing their senses out on 
the playground and testing their teacher’s theory that if they help their noses closed, they wouldn’t be 
able to taste as well! 
 

     
 

       
 

     
 

     

THE FIVE SENSES 



 
Four of our athletes represented the Metropole East Athletics Trials which were held at the Dal 
Josaphat Stadium in Paarl.  Congratulations to Skyler October (Boys U10 Long Jump) and Gillian Rank 
(Girls U13 Shotput) who both came second in their events, and in so doing qualified for the Western 
Province Athletics Team.  Mikyla Jordaan was placed 4th in the Girls U12 Shotput and Isabella 
Herbertson came 5th in the 1 500m events.  We are extremely proud to have four Top 5 finishers at the 
WP Athletics Championships.   
 
Skyler and Gillian then represented the Western Province Athletics Team at the Western Cape Trials 
which were also held at the Dal Josaphat Stadium in Paarl.  Skyler came 4th overall in the Boys U10 
Long Jump with a jump of 4.14m and Gillian’s distance of 10.85m in the Girls U13 Shotput, secured 
her 4th position overall.  Huge Congratulations, we are extremely proud of your achievements. 

 

   
 

 
A number of our pupils took part in the Wilson Tennis Tournament in Stellenbosch last weekend.  They 
played four group matches, a knock-out and then a final.  We are delighted to share the news that 
Olivia Hipkin won the U11A section, Hannah Sloan won the U10B section, although she is U9, and 
Nathan Sloan came 2nd in the U11A section, although he is U10.  A brilliant performance by all three 
players, very well done! 

 

   

WESTERN PROVINCE ATHLETICS TEAM 

WILSON TENNIS TOURNAMENT 



 
Congratulations to all our U10 – U12 swimmers who swam in the SP Generation’s Gala last Thursday 
afternoon.  Participating schools included Generations, Applewood and Somerset House.  We won 20 
of the 26 events, which included all relays too.  We have had a busy swimming season and we are 
super proud of our children’s achievements.  Special thank you too to all our swimming coaches, we 
appreciate the time and effort spent on the pool deck.  We look forward to the second half of the season 
which takes place in the 4th term.  Well done Everyone! 

 

 SOMERSET HOUSE GENERATIONS APPLEWOOD 

Girls Total 146 35 46 

Boys Total 128 63 38 

Grand Total 274 98 84 

 

     
 

    
 

   
 

    
 
 

GENERATIONS SENIOR PREP GALA 



 
The past three weeks saw our U11 boys take part in 
the u11 Zonal Cricket trials. We are very proud to 
announce that Chris Havinga was selected for the U11 
Helderberg Team and Ben Hingeston was selected for 
the composite team. The tournament takes place on 
the 26th and 27th March 2022. Good luck to these two 
boys! 
 
 

 
Our pupils are getting ready for the winter sporting codes by having impressions taken for their new 
gum-guards. For those who were absent, Jean-Marie will be returning next week sometime to take the 
impressions. Gum-guards will be ready and delivered in time for the start of the winter codes next term. 
 

    

ZONAL CRICKET TRIALS  

GUMGUARD FITTINGS 


