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PUBLIC SPEAKING
On Thursday the
Grade 7s hosted the
EVENT
annual Somerset House Grade 7 Public
Speaking Competition. The topics for this
year’s speeches were Footprints, Wonder,
Signals and Barefoot. The Grade 7s were
asked to present both an English and
Afrikaans oral on one of the topics and the
top pupils in each language were then
chosen to deliver their speeches in front of
their parents and judges. Tristan Nel,
Rousseau Theron, Danielle Currie,
Sebastian Scrace and Esther Benson
were chosen to present their Afrikaans
speeches, while Hunter Mitchell, Nicholas Oscroft, Jasmine Aitken, Aidan Hughes and Ashley
Hingeston were asked to present their English speeches. Everyone spoke beautifully and the
competition was fierce. At the end of the day (and after MUCH deliberation) there could only be one
winner, and the judges decided to award Esther Benson the winner of the Afrikaans section (RunnerUp Danielle Currie) and Ashley Hingeston the winner of the English section (Runner-up Hunter
Mitchell). Congratulations to all our speakers, especially Esther and Ashley, as well as Darrsh
Govender, Alessia Van der Merwe, Caroline Gilfillan and Aidan Hughes who provided wonderful
entertainment on the piano while the judges compared notes. A special thanks to our MC for the
morning, Annabelle Hamel, who did a fantastic job in ensuring the smooth running of events; our judges
(Mrs Tracey Du Toit, Ms Tracey Elliott and Mev. Marian Du Plessis) for giving up their time to assist
us; and to our groundsmen and kitchen staff for preparing the venue and refreshments for us. We had
a lovely morning celebrating our Grade 7s!

GRADE R PROGRESSION ACTIVITIES
As part of the Grade R progression to
Grade 1, activities are offered to allow
Lisa Jones to engage with each Grade
R child, allowing them a taste of “big”
school. They have been so excited
and have tackled every activity with
vigour. It is part of the school’s offering
to ensure a smooth transition into the
next phase. This will continue next
week. Mrs Jones loves this part of her
job and has made many new little
friends at Oakwood, learning a lot
about dinosaurs, ponies, caterpillars
and camouflage. Well done, Grade
Rs!

GRADE 7 SCIENCE
The Grade 7 pupils have worked with a partner this week to design,
make and test a model of either a well-insulated house to conserve
energy, or a solar water heater. They were given a design brief to
research, design and then make their model. Then, when the model was
complete, they had to place their model in full sunlight for 3 hours and
record the temperature every hour over the 3 hour period. For those
making the house – their aim was to keep their home as cool as possible
and for those making solar water heaters – their aim was to make the
water as warm as possible.

GRADE 1 ART
This week in Art, Gr 1 Hawkridge used all their paper sculpting skills to make these amazing little
Zimbabwean inspired huts.

ISIXHOSA
The Grade 6s spent some
time during their lesson
practising their isiXhosa
vocabulary.

CODING STARS!
Well done to Emily van Schalkwyk,
Sadie Munitich Garth Theron, Corey
Wessels, Christiaan Steyn, Robert
Terheijden,
William
Graham,
Nathan Sloane and Lea Slabbert,
who all received their Coding
Certificates this week!

MEAL-TIME FUN!
The Senior Prep meals were welcomed back with a bang... All
Somerset House pupils are now enjoying their mid-morning
snack and lunch provided by the school (and included in the
fees). Chicken burgers, Taco Tuesday, Toasties and
Smoothies to name but a few. Much of it we love and know
and much of it is new, but one thing is for sure – we are glad
the meals are back!

DAVID RIBBANS
This week we received some awesome news
from abroad. A former rugby player from
Somerset House, David Ribbans, was called
up to the England National Rugby Team. This
is such exciting news and an incredible
achievement for him. Well done David, we are
very proud of you!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ADDITIONS!
We are so delighted to have spotted to owlets in the nest. They seem happy to chill out in their cosy
home, while watching the children at play.

LEARNING FROM LEADERS IN GRADE 4
The Grade 4s completed their unit on Learning
from Leaders this week. We learnt all about
Nelson Mandela and his “Long Walk To
Freedom”, culminating in his achievement of the
Nobel Peace Prize and becoming our first
democratically elected president. A task was set
to design a special medal to honour Madiba,
reflecting his work for human rights and equality,
and to present it to the class. There were so
many imaginative and inspiring medals created,
well done Grade 4s!

ALL ABOUT RESPECT
In the Junior Prep online assembly, the pupils learnt all about respect. Each child was encouraged to
consider others. Classes were challenged to complete a secret mission showing respect to others. The
Junior Prep have a week to complete their secret mission. The teachers hope each class complete
their mission in time!

Carla:

Respect means listening to others and being kind and being an anonymous kindness
giver.

Xander:

Respect means to be kind to each other. I need to work on helping more. Ways we can
show respect is not littering and respecting others property.

Lee:

Respect means being polite and helpful. I need to work on getting out of people’s personal
space. Ways we can be respectful is by saying “thank you” and “hello.”

Holly T:

Respect means when you like don’t touch someone’s stuff when they tell you not to.

Holly S:

Respect means you have to be kind to others. Ways to show respect is to be kind, do the
right thing and be confident.

Beccs:

Respect means listening to others and giving a helping hand. I need to work on cleaning
up at home.

Rebecca:

Respect means helping a friend when needed. I need to work on my personal space. We
can show respect by being kind and no bullying.

James:

Respect means manners and being nice to others. Ways we can show respect helping
others and loving people.

Alex:

Respect means we need to be kind back to people when they are kind to us. I need to
work on putting up my hand to speak or stand up.

Mila:

Respect means you need to say thank you to others, to your mom and dad for everything
that they have done for you. I need to work on helping others and keeping things clean.

Sienna:

Respect means when you let others go first, having manners, others before self and
respecting other’s feelings. I need to work on my flappy ears.

Lily:

Respect means you don’t go into anyone’s personal bubble. Ways we can show respect
is saying please and thank you and letting people go first.

Thomas:

Respect means to listen and say please and thank you. I think I can improve my respect
by helping others to do stuff at home. Ways to show respect is to say thank you to the
staff and putting others first.

Grace:

Respect means to be kind and helpful. I need to work on being helpful. Ways we can
show respect is to say good morning and compliment others.

Hayley:

Respect means you always should say thank you or please, you should also respect
other’s decisions. Ways we can show respect is to be more kind and respect teachers
and adults.

Olivia:

I think respect means to be kind to everyone, even if they bully you or are rude to you.
You can pray for the poor and give money or food to help them. We can show respect by
being quiet while others are working.

Callum:

Respect is a way to show love and kindness around the world. I need to work on helping
others that are new to Somerset House. Ways we can show respect is manners, no
bullying and polite words.

Emily:

Respect means to help and respect other’s personal space. I need to work on cleaning
and cooking. Ways to show respect is to say good morning and afternoon to teachers
and friends, don’t talk when the teacher is talking.

Jessica:

Respect means to listen and obey and be kind and helpful to your elders. We can show
respect by putting others before self, being kind and helpful and listening to your friends.

Liam:

Respect means to think about others and not yourself, to be kind and caring. Ways we
can show respect is to pick up litter, greeting people, filling kindness buckets and
complimenting people.

Quinn:

Respect means to be thankful, be kind and to never be mean. We can show respect by
saying thank you, being confident and being nice.

Adam:

Respect means if you help a person when they need help. Ways to show respect is to
say good morning to the teachers when they walk past you.

Josh:

Respect means putting others first and helping others when they are in trouble. Ways to
show respect is to not talk when other people are talking.

COLLABORATIVE ART
The Senior Prep grades have been hard at work
creating collaborative artworks to submit for an
exhibition at the Zeitz MOCAA called ‘Home is
where the art is: Art is where the home is’. We are
very proud of the amazing artwork they produced
in such a short amount of time. These were all
created in just one lesson! Hold thumbs for our
work to be accepted.

GRADE 00 NEWS!
The Grade 00s have LOVED having the sandpit
reopened and great fun has been had playing and
constructing. The children have been honing their
construction skills by designing robots, houses,
cars, pipes etc. Our theme this week has been
Occupations and we have been fortunate enough
to have some visitors: Dr Kilfoil – a well-known
Doctor in the Helderberg, Shelly Fuller from the WWF with her most capable aid, Zoe (her daughter),
and Mr Eldon and Mr Darren who had the children spellbound showing their handyman tools.

JP KNOWLEDGE CENTRE – BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS!
There was great excitement in Grade 1 this week when we announced that the children would be
allowed to take out Library books from our Knowledge Centre again. They take books out once a week
and they are returned on a Friday before selecting new books on a Monday again. Some tough
decisions had to be made to decide which 2 books they would like to take home, from picture books,
readers, fiction and non-fiction. It’s amazing how confident they are in selecting books and believe that
they can read the one which they have selected, so cute!

AN ELECTRIC TERM FOR GRADE 1s…
Our Grade 1s have also started their new theme, “Electricity”, for the term and enjoyed making covers
for their new books. We will be looking at various types of electricity, including Renewable and NonRenewable Energy supplies and the various hazards associated with electric current. The children will
also be investigating circuit diagrams and designing their own. It sure is going to be an ‘electric’ term.

COMPREHENSION SKILLS IN GRADE 4
We are refining our comprehension skills. Our current topic is fables. We are planning our own fables,
focusing in the lesson/ moral we want our fables to teach. Before we plan our fables, we have spent
time reading and listening to lots of examples. Today we answered a comprehension on the fable “The
Monkey and the Camel”. Watch this space for our very own creative fables…coming soon!

GRADE 3 – COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD…
The Grade 3s are learning about
countries and cultures around the
world. Some children brought in
interesting souvenirs from around
the world.

THE SH AMAZING RACE!
The Grade 4s have been zipping around the campus on their
“Amazing Race” – learning all about the 72-year history of the
school. Watch this space to hear about what they have
learned….
P.S. How lucky are our pupils to be learning outdoors on such
a glorious campus!

SPOTTED….
Unfortunately, we have more questions than
answers about this chap – spotted through
the window of the Music Department…
Who is he?
Where does he come from?
How long has he been there?
Is he self-isolating?

CAPE TOWN PREMIER HOCKEY LEAGUE
We are very excited to announce that we have 4 current Somerset
House pupils and another 13 former Somerset House pupils that
have been drafted to play in the Cape Town Premier Hockey
League. These fixtures will be played at the Western Province
Cricket Club over two weekends. The first fixtures will start 17th
and 18th October and then again on the 24th and 25th October.
Current SH Pupils:
• Royals: Harry Paine
• Royals: Thomas Basson
• Rebels: Regan Wille
• Heat: Aidan Hughes
Somerset House Past Pupils:
• Jemma Boettger
• Michael
RoydenTurner
• James Royden-Turner
• Munnick Huysamer

•
•
•
•
•

Julia Brown
Sean Irwin
Daniel Stenslunde
Travis Norris
Lauren Venter

•
•
•
•

Stephanie Bihl
Jessica Matthews
Suzy Whall
Sebastian Devereux

These teams have been made up of various players from all over Cape Town and it is a great honour
to be selected.
We also have a Staff member, Jade Mayne, who has been selected as the U16 Coach of the Girls
Raptors Team.

DRAMA SUPER-STARS!
The Junior Prep pupils completed their Cool to be Me plays on truthfulness this week and the Grade
5s had to use different settings as inspiration to create and perform a play. Well done, super stars.

SPRING AND LIFE-CYCLES IN GRADE R
Grade R are still celebrating Spring and lots of thought was given to the life-cycle of the chicken and
the shark this week. Sharks are always a captivating topic and they loved holding a real shark’s egg
to help them draw the shark life-cycle. Lots of sensory input was experienced when creating the chicken
life-cycle, using hand and finger painting techniques.

LEARNING SUPPORT PUPILS WORKING HARD
In the Prep School, support continues as normal, and as we slowly approach the end of 2020 it is so
exciting to see the amazing progress children have made. Huelin Cottage remains a very busy and
exciting building!

EXPLORERS!
Our world-class Grade 3
travellers
first
started
exploring their own country
this term. We discussed
Heritage Day, learnt that it
was first called Shaka Day,
and learnt what a heritage
site was and explored
South
Africa's
World
Heritage Sites.

KEEPING FIT AND ACTIVE
Our pupils continue to make the most of every opportunity to get outdoors and keep fit and healthy.
The Afternoon Activity Programme has kept them on their toes, with a variety of activities aimed at
keeping fitness levels up and skills on point.

GRADE 3 TRAVELLERS
The Grade 3s, like any good travellers,
started off their Capitals theme by
preparing their passports – filling in all
their important information and getting it
ready to be at stamped. As they travel
around the world over the next few
weeks information on different countries
will be added to their passports.

GRADE 5 CODING
Our Scratch lessons are designed with
Bloom's Taxonomy in mind. It develops
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
The children are able to design, create and
explore. The skills learnt are not restricted to
the computer class but are also used in
other school subjects. SchoolCoding piloted
an innovative Blended Learning solution within the school’s Microsoft Teams Coding teams for Grades
2-7, using Edpuzzle, a video tutorial, with questions interspersed throughout the video, requiring that
pupils engage in the lesson and then tasked them to complete a practical activity during and after each
video lesson.

PROUDLY SOUTH AFRICAN IN GRADE 2
Another jam-packed week in Grade 2! We spent time discussing the 9 Provinces of South Africa in
mapwork. We focused on comprehension skills while learning about Table Mountain. The Grade 2s
learned more about behaviour and respect towards others and themselves.

GRADE 5 TO THE RESCUE!
A baby guinea fowl was rescued on campus this week. It was found just before our grade 5 Xhosa
lesson and named “Umculo” which means “music” or “song’’. We managed to feed him some insects
and after being taken to a bird sanctuary we are very pleased to hear he is recovering well!

